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“The Ceremonial State” . Its Concept, History and Mechanism Yang Hua, Fan Yunfei ed.

Abstract: Since ancient times, Chinese people have perceived of rituals and ceremonies as the
fundamental characteristic of our own cultural identity and the main basis for the distinction between
Chinese and non-Chinese. Since the Song and Ming dynasties, Chinese people have paid more and
more attention to and intensified their use of rituals and ceremonies, gradually moving towards
becoming a ritualized nation. There are three mechanisms that shape and give expression to this: First,
“the ceremonial state” is the realistic impression of China from an outside perspective, which is the
conclusion of a comparison between Chinese and foreign cultures; Secondly, people’s daily lives have
become more and more ritualized, which is the result of the trickling down of the ritual system, and of
the joint efforts of the intelligentsia through the shaping of common etiquette, clan ancestral shrines,
family rituals and ceremonies, and local customs and regulations; Third, the widespread dissemination
of popular etiquette books for daily use, the inheritance and practice of the function of master of
ceremony , and the promotion of the ritualization of China’s rural society. As such, China has become a
“ceremonial state” worthy of its name, with the usage of the term “ceremonial state” having become
much more frequent and customary without being questioned.

Keywords: ceremonial state; cultural identity; master of ceremony; ritual books for daily use;

dialogue between civilizations

Different Aspects of Confucius’'s “Ritual Teaching” Wang Qizhou

Abstract: Confucius’s “ritual teaching” (/i jiao ¥L.Z{) is a form of education related to the
system and culture of rituals and music of the Zhou dynasty period. Confucius chose “filial piety”
(xiao Z£) as the ethical foundation for the advancement of ritual culture and the practice of the ritual
system. He turned the problem of how to give form to and systematize the mourning ritual toward the
issue of human feeling, character and nature. Confucius made “respect” (jing #§{) the psychological
basis of “filial piety,” and in turn the psychological basis of “ritual teaching. ” Through “respect” one
cherishes the body and life given by one’s parents; through “respect” all social order and norms are
honored - and therefore the “focus on respect” (zhu jing T4 ) became the basic tenet of Confucius
's “ritual teaching. ” The ideal state of Confucius’s “ritual teaching” is one of “balanced control” (zhi
zhong i|H) and “getting due measure” (de ¢i yi f53’E ). This means an ordered state of harmony,
in which by means of “music” (yue /k) a “harmony” (he F1) is prioritized which allows different
paths to reach the same destination. Thus, “in the use of ritual, harmony is what is valued” (i zhi
yong , he wei gui .22 [, #1 &%) became the fundamental value orientation, while the practical

13

significance to “ritual propriety” (li #L) of “compliance” (shun Jlii) was emphasized as well. In
“harmony” the emphasis lies on mental feelings; in “compliance” the emphasis lies on actual social
practices. The combination of both constitutes the complete value structure of Confucius’s “ritual
teaching. ” The purpose of Confucius’'s “ritual teaching” is political, namely social governance. Under
the condition of “making the world one family” (tianxia wei jia KT HZ), Confucius approved of a

society “prospering on a small scale” (xiao kang /|NEE) , which included the era of the “six superior
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persons” (liu junzi 75FF ) , with the Kings Yu &, Tang %, Wen 3, Wu & and Cheng Jif,, as well
as the Duke of Zhou J&]/Y. But the ideal society for Confucius is one of “unity on a large scale” (da
tong KJA]), in which “the whole world is fair to everyone” (tianxia wei gong KT H/\), as was
society during the time of Yao 5% and Shun %f. This demonstrates that the preservation of a patriarchal
and hierarchal society was not a precondition for the conception of “rituality” in the mind of Confucius.

Keywords: Confucius; ritual teaching; filial piety; respect; harmony and compliance ; unity on a

large scale

Virtuously Refusing and Agreeing to a Political Posting: The Mencius on the Relationship
between Ruler, Minister and the Common People, from the Perspective of the Social Division
of Labor Li Changran

Abstract; Traditional Confucianism primarily emphasized the purposive agreement between the
government and the people, considering vigilance against abuse of power to be only of secondary
importance. The government is both a member of society as well as a tool for it to manage itself. A tool
provides its user with purposiveness, and by doing so comes to represent its user. The government
represents an agent who is directly responsible for social obligations, thereby showing a greater level of
subjectivity than that of the public. Social divisions of labor, including government functions, are a
priority for everyone, which is why, on the one hand, people innately possess a potential for assuming
social functions that allows them to “virtuously refuse a political posting” (yi de kang wei VI{E47i/7) if
need be, while on the other hand, their life’s trajectory can still mainly manifest itself in “virtuously
agreeing to a political posting” (yi de fu wei DIfERI{7). As the identity and instrumental obligation of
the social division of labor, the authority for innovation and flexibility of “political posts” will eventually
be seized by a new generation, which is a more fundamental form of “virtuously resisting a political
posting. 7 The agreement between one’s virtue and political posting is both a social ideal and a real
developing trend, which can be called the institutionalization of the accordance between virtue and success.

Keywords: social division of labor; propriety and duty; instrumentality and purposiveness;

agreement between virtue and political posting and accordance between virtue and success

Wang Yangming on Changing One’s Temperament and His Theory of Education: Including A
Comparison between Wang Yangming’s and Zhu Xi's Methods of Education Li Hongwei

Abstract: “Changing one’s temperament” ( bianhua gizhi “5{t/SJiT) is a step in the process of the
Confucian way of becoming a sage or worthy person, for which Zhang Zai 5K %% came up with the
different temperamental categories of rigidity and suppleness and offense and defense. Zhu Xi i 2
based his theory of this on the duality of human nature and gi <., while Wang Yangming’s + fHHH theory
is based on the unity of these two. Wang’'s method is to pursue one’s own innate knowledge of what is
good, and to simply rely on this knowledge for one’s actions. Central to this is the organic wholeness of
one’s nature and ¢i as well as of the mind and ¢z, rather than their duality. Contrasted with Zhu’s theory
of human nature and ¢i, we can see the huge difference between the two. Wang’s method of education is
to let children develop the well-ordered and fine features of their body and mind unimpeded; to let them
thoroughly enjoy song and music, and prioritize musical practice. The music must come from the heart,
expressing one’s spirit, so that mind and gi are harmonious. Concretely, it is specific to the limitations of

each individual, an education according to what is opportune, by which the foolish can become
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educated, and the wise can perfect themselves. Zhu emphasizes the opposition between principle and ¢z,
and therefore, besides the cultivation of a virtuous nature, also pays equal attention to punishment,
following the rules of the sages therein. Wang focuses on how the former aspect identifies the Way with

both our own nature and human destiny, affirming the content of the Zhongyong HJf%. He thinks that
the process of cultivation does not require a sage to “have one’s moral character made from within” (yu

zhong wei zhi pinjie TH 22 fi77). Zhu's idea would later also draw criticism from Dai Zhen #{ .

Keywords: education; change of temperament; musical practice; sagely character

The Hypothetical Discourse Form and Confucian Thought. Another Form of the Han Dynasty
“Fu on the Worthy Person’s Frustrated Ambition” Su Ruilong, Liu Yiyang

Abstract; The aim of this essay is to incorporate the historiographical context of the transition
from the Western to the Eastern Han in an analysis of six pieces of hypothetical discourse writing of the
Han Dynasty, in order to understand the reasons behind political decisions made by scholar-officials,
and to explore the relation between their own personal ambitions and Confucian thought. In terms of

content, the hypothetical discourse writings of the transition period between the Western and Eastern

Han are usually divided into two sections. The first part is the scholar-officials’ comments on the political
environment of the moment, and the second is the expressions of their individual ambitions. Although
there appears great variation in the content of hypothetical discourse writings of different periods and
different authors, but when it comes to their views on eremitism, fatalism, and how to understand natural
change, they all happen to be influenced by Confucianism, revealing the lifelong pursuit of moral self-

cultivation and social aptitude of the literati of the Western and Eastern Han dynasties.
Keywords: dialogue, hypothetical discourse, The Worthy Person’s Frustrated Ambition , Selections
of Refined Literature, Confucianism, Han rhapsody

“Adeptness for Humaneness” (renshu {~%) and “Adeptness for Poetry” (shishu i5%\) . The

Grounding and Elucidation of Fang Hui’s Conception of Poetics from the Perspective of
Confucian Studies Li Yanxin

Abstract; Previous scholars often take “dexterity” (yuanshu |E%) and “elegance” (gegao ¥%

E) as the core concepts of Fang Hui's poetics, but their understanding of the term “yuanshu” mostly
stays on a technical level. In fact, in addition to “yuanshu,” the concepts in the book Yingkui liisui
WAZE1HEHE that are based on “adeptness” (shu #\) also include terms such as “ease of skill,”
( pingshu Y-5) “adeptness in regular verse,” (lishu f5) and “expertise,” (lanshu £23%) which
are all important elements in Fang Hui’s conception of “poetic adeptness” ( shishu #F ). The
establishment of the concept of “shishu” was influenced by the aesthetic context at that time, and is
also closely related to Fang Hui's own scholarly thought. Fang Hui’s interpretation of “shishu” and the
Confucian explanation of “adeptness in humaneness” (renshu {~%) are similar in terms of nature,
approach and their final rendition. Comparing the concepts of “shishu” and “renshu,” combined with
Fang Hui's argument that “a gentleman should be adept in humaneness,” (junz ying shu yu ren 7+
MWEAT{") we can see that his thought on poetics and his neo-Confucian orientation possess a certain
intertextuality between them. From the perspective of Confucian studies, we can reopen the discussion

”

on the significance of “shu” in the study of poetics, to be able to further our understanding of the

connotations of Fang Hui’s conception of “shishu” and the motivations behind it. We can also explore
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the relationship between Fang Hui’s theory of poetics and neo-Confucian thought.

Keywords: Yingkui liisui; Fang Hui; adeptness; Confucian studies

From “Arising Out of Subliminal Words” to “ Coming to Rest in the Utmost Good” : On the

Systematic Study of Ci, Poetic Writing Style and Lived Experience in Ye Jiaying’s The Great
Elegance of Ci Poetry Zhu Xinghe

Abstract: The Great Elegance of Ci Poetry ( Xiaocidaya /|Nia] KHE) is Ye Jiaying’s condensed
retrospective of her lifelong contribution to the study of ¢i poetry. There is a rigorous system behind it
that includes four main components: the ontology of ci poetics, the structure of the history of ci, the
structure of the history of ¢t studies, and the practice of criticism. The part of this system that is the
richest in creativity and wide-ranging significance is her ontology of the study of ¢i poetry, which
concentrates on the theories of “profound subtlety” and “the beauty of passive virtue,” full of feminine

force and sublimity. In Xiaocidaya, Ye also invented a way of expression related to “subliminal

words,” realizing an ingenious integration of discussing poetics with cultivating one’s life. This is a
work that is rich in theory and practice, especially when it comes to its writing style full of sublimity
and poetic character, its academic approach to integrating Chinese and Western perspectives, and her
lived experience intersecting life and academia, and can offer an effective cure to some of the
longstanding ailments of contemporary literature research.

Keywords: Ye Jiaying; Xiaocidaya; systematic study of ci poetry; sublimity

On the Faithful Innovation and Humanistic Spirit of Chinese Classical Studies
Yang Qingcun, Zheng Qianru
Abstract: The inheritance of Confucian studies is found in classical studies. Chinese classical
studies is the crystalized wisdom of the historical practices and cultural creations of the Chinese people,
and an important intellectual resource for their national rejuvenation and a cultural heritage for all of
mankind. Classical studies has the cultivation of talent, the culturalization of people and nation
building as its objectives, while keeping up with the times, from beginning to end persisting in faithful
innovation, and plays a significant role in the inheritance of culture, theoretical innovation and the
advancement of social civilization. The historical development of classical studies is that of the
continuous scholarly evolution of the ideology and values of the Chinese people, of cultural
developments and of education in the humanities. Classical studies became the main cultural
expression of ancient Chinese civilization, with humanistic pragmatism and cultural inheritance as its
key features, characterized by creative transformation and innovative development, embodying the
people-oriented cultural spirit of the Chinese people.
Keywords: Classical studies; faithful innovation; humanistic spirit; pragmatic humanism;

people-oriented

An Epochal Problem in the Development of Confucian Civilization Huang Yushun

Abstract: Although the breadth and depth of the economic, political and social impact of the
pandemic on humanity is of a scale rarely seen in history, it still cannot change the “modern” and
“globalized” nature of our age. When we are discussing the “creative transformation and innovative
development” of Confucian civilization, we must take this epochal nature as its premise. As such, the

goal of the transformation and development of Confucianism can be summarized as “the expression of
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national character in an appeal to modernity. ”

Keywords: Confucian civilization; post-pandemic era; epochal nature; modernity; globalization

The Contemporary Enlightement We Can Obtain from the Humanistic Spirit of Guan School
Chen Jinfeng, Liu Xuezhi
Abstract; Confucianism contains abundant spiritual resources that can be utilized. As an
important regional scholarly movement in the Neo-Confucianism of the Song Dynasty period, the
Guanzhong School can provide us with the potent force of its humanistic spirit, to help us overcome the
COVID-19 pandemic. It can also offer us a reference for our ideas on how to build a community with a
shared future for mankind.
Keywords: Guanzhong School; Zhang Zai; humanistic spirit; benevolent love; epidemic

prevention and control

The Chinese Pandemic Response from the Perspective of a Comprehensive Understanding of
Marxism and Confucianism Zou Xiaodong

Abstract; The COVID-19 pandemic is considered to be the most significant public health
emergency since the 1918 influenza pandemic. The difference between China and the West in their
response and effectiveness continues to stimulate scholars in Chinese and foreign academia to reflect on
and draw comparisons between collectivism and individualism, duties and rights, and Chinese and
Western models. The Chinese pandemic response, then, is a particular manifestation of the modern-
day Chinese development model, and besides receiving its basic shape from a groundwork of Marxism,
this modern-day Chinese development model is also deeply immersed in traditional Chinese thought that
has Confucianism at its core.

Keywords: Sinification of Marxism; Confucianism; Chinese pandemic response; democratic

centralism; COVID-19

An QOutline of the Absorption of the Chinese Classics by the Sinology of Japan's Warring States
Period : Focusing on the Samurai Society Hu Weiquan

Abstract; Japan’s Warring States period is a blank spot in the research of the history of Japanese
sinology. Scholars from China as well as Japan in their research have by and large rarely taken the
sinology of Japan’s Warring States period as their subject, believing that at the time the sinology that
concerned itself with Confucianism had not been developed yet, which saw its emergence not until the
Edo period. However, the teachings and writings of the samurai ({3, also known as bushi ;1) have
seldomly been used to analyze the historical materials relating to the development of Japanese sinology
from before the Edo period. It is not difficult to see how during those days of protracted warfare, even
though the dissemination of knowledge was impeded, the samurai of the warring states, under the
instruction of the Buddhist clergy, in their ethical thinking and conduct already received the influence
of Confucian ideas. They also borrowed insights from sinology for their personal cultivation and the

education of their retainers, which laid the foundation for the spread of Confucianism in the Edo period

afterwards. This goes to show that the function of Japan’s Warring States period in the development of
the “ pre-Edo period” history of Japanese sinology indeed cannot be ignored and is of crucial

importance to the research of it.

Keywords: Japan's Warring States period; sinology; Sengoku daimyo; samurai society
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Zhang Jian’s View of Chinese and Western Culture Liang Linjun
Abstract; Facing the impact of Western industrial civilization, Zhang Jian actively explored the
best way to integrate Confucian studies and industrialization, and put forward a series of measures to
develop and revitalize industry. He opposed isolating the country from the world and advocated for a
proactive participation in the global competition and the safeguarding of national interests. He proposed
that we should broadly acquire new knowledge from the West and select from it carefully. At the same
time, he insisted that traditional Chinese values should be the starting point for getting on in life and
opposed the across the board disavowal of China and the study of traditional Chinese values. He
attached great importance to education, hoping to cultivate a new citizenry. Zhang Jian discovered
many problems of industrialization and reflected on Western values. He opposed unrestrained freedom
and equality and stood up for education and civilization. He insisted that common sense and social
norms are truly universal values. He opposed “free,” unregulated and cutthroat competition, and
advocated instead for guiding competition in an orderly fashion.
Keywords: Zhang Jian; Confucian entrepreneurship; Confucian studies; industrialization

Chinese and Western cultural values

Reestablishing the Paradigm to Continue the Confucian Way; Adding Again to the Biographies
of Confucian Scholars to Resume Their Writings: Reading the First Series of Academic Profiles
of the Advisors of the International Confucian Studies Association Shu Dagang; Zhang Xiaocheng

Abstract; The first series of Academic Profiles of Advisors of the International Confucian Studies
Association ( Guoji Ruxue lianhehui guwen xueshu xiaozhuan [EFR{FFEG S A2 AR/ME) |, edited
by Cao Fengquan and Hong Xiuping, contains the biographies of more than forty specialists in
Confucian studies. These biographies are taken either from prefaces in their works, or from records of
their students, or from comments of friends. The recorded events are accurate, rich in content and very
reliable. Between them, they not only show the academic careers of scholars, but also introduce their
academic achievements. They also summarize the academic views of the biographical subjects and
present these scholars’ predictions for the future direction of Confucian studies. This is a history of the
restoration and development of Confucian studies since the period of reform and opening up. It is also a
valuable reference for future Confucian studies that can aid in realizing innovation and creation. This is
truly a twentieth century “Biographies of Confucian Scholars” ( Rulin zhuan fHEMAE).

Keywords: International Confucian Studies Association (ICA) ; advisors; Confucian biography ;

Confucian studies

Comprehending Han and Song, Exploring Their Hidden Subtleties; A Review of Xia Changpu’s
Detailed Investigation of the “ General Catalogue of the Complete Library of the Four
Repositories” Deng Hongbo, Liu Chen

Abstract: In recent years, “Siku studies” (Sikuxue PUFE2#) has gradually become a prominent
field of study, with quite substantial achievements in research related to it. Xia Changpu’s X K Fp
book : Detailed Investigation of the “ General Catalogue of the Complete Library of the Four Repositories”
(Siku quanshu Zongmu fawei {{ P4 FE 445 « B H) A )), is one of the most outstanding
achievements in the current research of Siku studies. Relying on a text-based approach, and using
precise,, meticulous and rigorous textual criticism, this book sorts out the chronological order of the

numerous synoptic texts preceding the finalization of the “General Catalogue,” while also further
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elucidating the scholarly thought contained in the text of the “General Catalogue,” as well as the
historical context hiding underneath. By combining the textual criticism of the “Han Studies” ( Hanxue
%) tradition and the deep reading-approach of the “Song Studies” ( Songyue 22#) tradition, this
book has successfully carried through an “exploration of hidden subtleties” (jueyin fawei g &) of
the “General Catalogue,” which marks a great milestone in the research of Siku studies. For this
reason, | would like to review this book, in the hope of drawing the attention of my fellow scholars to it.

Keywords: synoptic texts; chronological order; “General Catalogue” of the Complete Library of
the Four Repositories ; history of scholarship

Profound yet Precise, Substantial yet Detailed; Enlightening What Is New Through
Examination of What Is Old: A Review of “ The Classics Section” of “ The Annotated
Bibliography of Rare Editions of Ancient Chinese Books in the Collection of the Library of the
American University of Chicago” Fu Jia

Abstract: The “ Classics Section” of “ The Annotated Bibliography of Rare Editions of Ancient
Chinese Books in the Collection of the Library of the American University of Chicago” ( Meiguo Zhijiage
daxue tushuguan cang Zhongwen guji shanben shuzhi: Jing bud 358 2 iNaf 2% B 4548 i S0 48
FTARFE - LF)) written by Professor Zhang Baosan 5K 52 = is a tour de force in the genre of
annotated bibliographies of overseas rare editions of ancient Chinese books. This book - which is
profound yet precise and substantial yet detailed; enlightening what is new through examination of what
is old - integrates the author’s research findings in classical studies over many years. It not only
reveals the characteristics and value of the rare editions in the “Classics Section” of the collection of
the Library of the University of Chicago, but will also be conducive to the promotion of the utilization of
texts in classical studies and the overseas propagation of Confucian studies.

Keywords: annotated bibliographies; characteristics; value; classical texts overseas

Where the Comprehensive Study of the Five Rites Summarized the Confucian Classics, A Pair of
New Books Continues the Work of the Worthies of the Past: Brief Comments on the
Compilation of the Comprehensive Study of the Five Rites and Its Collation and Arrangement
Ji Li, Zhang Huanjun
Abstract: The Comprehensive Study of the Five Rites ( Wuli tongkao{ TLALiB %)), compiled by
Qin Huitian ZZZ M, together with Cai Dejin 2% Wu Ding %% and Wu Nai &5, and revised
by Lu Wenchao /535 and Yao Nai Pkfil, is a masterpiece of Qing dynasty ritual studies. In 2020,
several collated editions were published in succession. One of these, incorporated in the “Confucian
Canon” (Ru zang { f# %)) compiled by Beijing University, uses the received edition as its master
copy; another, published by Zhonghua Book Company ( Zhonghua shwju " 4845 J5)), uses de
Complete Library of the Four Repositories ( Siku quanshu{ DU 4> )) version as its master copy.
These two master copies are different, their collations each having its own characteristics. Besides the
promotion of Confucian studies and the development of classical studies, such a voluminous collative
work inevitably invites reflection on the present state of the redaction of ancient books.

Keywords: Comprehensive Study of the Five Rites; Qin Huitan; redaction of ancient books

(ELp#Ex X)

- 172 -



