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Revisiting the Issue of the Value Proposition of Ordinary Life. Supplement to the History of the
Evolution of Confucianism Feng Dawen

Abstract: Confucius gave instructions, anywhere, anytime, on “the way of being humane
(human)” (wei ren (ren) zhi dao N{- ( N) Z i) that was established on the idea of the
“unadorned human” (yuan ren Jii \) and “innate sentiment” (yuan ging JiU ). Confucius and
Confucian scholars are not oblivious to the vicissitudes of evil in the world, but they were committed to
seeking and discovering the beautiful things in our life. They are the affection between parents and
children and the feeling of commiseration for others, which refers to “the innate sentiment” that is
naturally possessed by each individual human being. By “giving instructions, anywhere, anytime”
(suishisuichu zhidian BB FEALTE 45) is meant to arouse and awaken this “innate sentiment.” If
everyone deals with “affairs” (shi %) in accordance with “the innate sentiment,” then the “original
affairs” (yuan shi JiZF) will arise; and if one were to be a “human” in this way, he will be an
“unadorned human. ” Tt was the expectation of Confucius and Confucian scholars that everyone will
return to one’s self with tenderness and compassion. As long as every individual resumes one’s self and
becomes a humane person, the world will become a beautiful place.

Keywords: Pre-Qin Confucianism; Han-Tang cosmology; Song-Ming Neo-Confucian ontology ;

reason and faith; sentiment as substance

My Humble Opinion on “How to Read the Great Learning” Chen Yi
Abstract: Only by first understanding the old version of the Great Learning ( Daxue K%:) , and
then once more carefully parsing the revised version of the Daxue by Zhu Xi K% and others, while at
the same time researching the grounds for the emphasis on the old version by Wang Yangming - [HHH
and others, can one truly come to a realization of the strengths and weaknesses of Zhu's and Wang's
views about the Daxue. These former two improperly formulated the division of the Daxue in the classic
and its commentary, with the formulation of the “three guiding principles” (san gang ling —#%i)
not being accurate enough, and that of “attainment through investigation as supplemental to the
commentary” (ge zhi bu zhuan ¥E(#M%) inviting great controversy. But from the perspective of the
logical structure of the chapters, the “old version” (guben #i4%) should indeed be revised, but one of
the principles of this revision is that as few characters as possible should be added to the revised
version, and only an appropriate reconstruction ought to be undertaken. In order to better show the
logical structure of the Daxue, we can use the views of previous scholars as reference, integrating the
individual insights of their readings, and propose a new “recommended revised version” (jianyi gaiben
FEIA) of the Daxue, so as to make its content more easy to read and grasp for people today.

Keywords: The Great Learning; old version; recommended revised version; to know

The Meaning of Rites and the Confucian View of the Body: Clarifying the Old Interpretation of
“Rite Means the Body” Guan Changlong

Abstract: “Self-cultivation oriented” (xiu shen wei ben &5 H7X) is an important consensus in
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Confucian thought. The contemplation and recognition of the relationship between form and spirit, body
and mind, and mind and nature has also become an issue that has been given a lot of attention in the
history of Confucianism. The result of this contemplation and recognition must be “embodied” (1t {4)
in the activities of people’s lives in order to achieve the purpose of self-cultivation, thus forming the
unique bodily perspective of Confucianism. As far as its influence is concerned, rites are also regarded
as the Chinese way of life and a fundamental feature of Chinese traditional society—a state of rites.
There are many records in the literature of the pre-Qin and Han dynasties in which “rite” (li L) is
explained by way of “body” (#i #&). The embodiment of rites is not only a necessary condition for
human beings to change from children to adults, but also forms the fundamental difference between
human and animal behavior. The way the words “body” and “rite” in modern dictionaries lack
meaningfulness undoubtedly has an adverse impact on the understanding and research of traditional
culture, especially Confucianism.

Keywords: rite; body; view of life; becoming an adult; the distinction between man and animal

The Embodied Meaning of “Disease” in the Analects and an Interpretation of Life Governance
Du Haitao

Abstract: The tension between “body” and “life” has always been the core theme of Chinese
philosophy. However, from the perspective of “disease” , we can see a view of harmony between body
and life in the Analects of Confucius. The embodiment of disease is also a topic of concern in Western
embodied philosophy. Confucius reflected on the religious attribution of disease in ancient times, and

advocated the goodness of body and life in the pursuit of good life. This is a non constructive body view

with body presence, which reflects Confucius’ view of the reality of life. Confucius also advocated the
pursuit of life safety in disease in ethical life and individual cultivation, and the integration of body and
life in the spiritual transcendence of disease limitation. This is the side of “self governance” of
disease, which reflects the philosophical connection between ancient theory of self-cultivation and
disease. In terms of “social governance” of diseases, Confucius highlighted the sociality of diseases in
the humanistic sense, and advocated the special settlement of “peace in disease” in human relations
which also reflected the ancient ethical social governance of diseases, which overemphasized the
medical system today.

Keywords: body life governance; philosophy of disease; philosophy of life; embodiment

The Erotic Disorders in Chinese Traditional Medicine and the Confucian Problem of Unmarried
Men and Women Zhong Xinzi

Abstract; The psychological disorders or sexual deviations which, because of their repression of
sexual desires, single or widowed men and women suffer from, are called Huachi ( sex-related
dementia) or Huadian ( sex-related hysteria) in traditional China. This problem was often raised by
two professions: one was doctors, who were concerned about individual health; and the other was
Confucian scholars who were concerned about social harmony. Starting from Canggong, traditional
Chinese medicine became clearer and clearer in understanding the physical and psychological diseases
related to the personal experiences of “desiring for men ( women) but failing to get one”. Those
doctors noticed that the patients with erotic disorders or the so-called Huadian frequently dream of
coitus and lost their shame, and they came to develop a kind of psychological therapy in the Song and

Yuan Dynasties. In order to solve the problem of the lack of sex in unmarried men and women,
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Confucians advocated “marriages in time” to deal with the erotic problem of men and women. At the
same time, they are not absolutely against being single. Timely marriage is more of a Confucian
requirement for the rulers, that is to say, politics has to meet the needs of the people, keeping or
creating conditions for a peaceful society in which everyone, rich or poor, is able to get married and to
enjoy their sexual life.

Keywords : Traditional Chinese Medicine; erotic disorder; marriage; Neo-Confucianism; Zhu Xi

Talking about Benevolence and Achieving It: The Core of Confucius’'s Education by Way of the
Book of Songs; Starting from Zixia's Discussion of Poetry and “Does Etiquette Come After?”
Wang Zhenzhen, Shi Chunhua

Abstract: At the end of the Spring and Autumn period the moral degeneration of society was
getting worse, and the teaching of the Book of Songs began to gradually transition from the education of
royal officials to the “education of plain clothed commoners” (bu yi zhi xue HiA<Z2%) . At this stage,
Confucius used the Book of Songs as his teaching material to instruct his disciples, aiming to restore the
rituals of the Zhou dynasty, pass on the inherited rituals and music, and cultivate “talents” (shi =7)
who are capable of being inwardly virtuous and externally politically talented, and can “administer
affairs to the benefit of people’s employment” (jing shi ji yong Z:t:%F ). This set the stage as the
precedent for “education by way of the Book of Songs” (shi jiao WF#{) of later generations. The core
of Confucian shi jiao is “benevolence” (ren {7.). Confucius understood and taught the Book of Songs
from the comprehensive perspective of benevolence, and used the Book of Songs as a textbook to train
his disciples with the goal of making them become benevolent persons. Benevolence in Confucian
poetic education not only inherited the content of the moral education of the Western Zhou dynasty, but
also expanded and sublimated its connotation of the personal virtue of “being good” (du shan qi shen
M HE) to “helping the world to be good” (jian ji tian xia FEFFRT ).

Keywords: Confucius; the Book of Songs; benevolence; peotic education

The Confucian Classical Hermeneutics Foundation of Zhang Zai's Philosophy of Qi
Mao Zhaohui
Abstract: There are four views about the Confucian classical hermeneutical (jingrvue 28 %%)
foundation of Zhang Zai's 5K %% philosophy of Qi “X.. The first view locates the jingxue foundation of
Zhang Zai's Neo-Confucian philosophy in the Commentary on the Changes ( Yizhuan %y 1%) and the
Doctrine of the Mean ( Zhongyong ")) ; the second, in the Three Rites (San Li =%l ) ; the third, in
the Four Books (Si Shu VU+4}) ; and the last, in both the Four Books and the Six Classics (Liu Jing 75
££). This paper generally agrees with the last view, but proposes that this view should be revised in
order to make it more accurate. To be exact, the pursuit of Zhang Zai’s philosophy Qi means “learning
to be a sage” (xue sheng ren “¥2& N). He recognizes the Analects ( Lunyu 151 ) and the Mencius
(Mengzi #i¥) as the vivid records of sages, and the Yizhuan, Zhongyong and San Li as the Way of
sages. Learning to be a sage should start at and confirm with the illuminations in the Analects and the
Mencius, while the Yi Commentary, the Doctrine of Mean and the Three Rites are the systematic
instructions of the Way of the sages. Among these, the Yizhuan and the Zhongyong are systematic
instructions on the ontology of the Way, while the Zhongyong and the San Li are systematic instructions

on the praxeology of the Way. We can see that the Zhongyong has two functions here. The first is to
bridge Zhang Zai’s ontology and praxeology; the second is to outline Zhang Zai's praxeology.
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Keywords: Zhang Zai; philosophy of Qi; Confucian classical hermeneutics; foundation

The Gains and Losses of Zhu Xi's Theory of Mind from the Perspective of Trichotomy——
Interpretation of Zhu Xi's Theory of Mind by Confucian Shengsheng Ethics Yang Zebo

Abstract: “Mind commands human nature and feelings” (xin tong xing qing O>-FTENE ) is the
basic structure of Zhu Xi's theory, in which mind is the pivotal point. Zhu Xi's mind is mind of moral
cognition. In addition to general learning and cognition, an important task of mind of moral cognition is
to re-understand “known principles” (yi zhi zhi [i ©F1Z ) in the mind. To express it with the help
of Confucian shengsheng ethics, it is to use zhixing to philosophically question renxing in order to
understand its origin, character, property, and to adjust and improve it when necessary. In the history
of the development of Confucianism, this principle was put forward for the first time by Zhu Xi, and its
significance is extremely meaningful. Unfortunately, because there is no trichotomy, Zhu Xi has never
been able to really explain this principle clearly and it is difficult for later generations to grasp the
significance of this thought. Zhu Xi also does not understand that the way of thinking of renxing is
intuition, and is opposed to “using mind to cognize mind” (yi xin shi xin LLL>IH.0) , the focus of his
theory is entirely on zhixing, which constitutes the biggest deficiency of his theory of mind.

Keywords: Zhu Xi; trichotomy; renxing; zhixing; Confucian shengsheng ethics

A New Interpretation of Wang Yangming’s Proposition “ Knowledge Is the Initiation of Action
and Action is the Manifestation of Knowledge” Gao Haibo
Abstract: “The unity of knowledge and action” (zhi xing he yi F1{T4—) is a subject which
causes much discussion in research of Yangming learning. The key point lies in how the two concepts
of of “initiation” (shi fi) and “ manifestation” ( cheng J{) in Yangming's proposition that
“knowledge is the initiation of action and the action is the manifestation of knowledge” (zhi shi xing
zhi shi, xing shi zhi zhi cheng FUEATZ U8 , AT ZY,) should be understood. Most scholars think
they should be interpreted as “beginning” and “completion,” and that accordingly, there should exist
an extremely short time gap between knowledge and action. This paper argues that this kind of
understanding of these two concepts is problematic. In comparison to this, I agree with Sato Issai /¢ B
—7 , who insists that the two words mentioned above should be interpreted as “initiation” ( fangshi J5
/) and “manifestation” ( biaoxian ¢ ¥R). In this understanding, knowledge and action are two
synchronic aspects of a single process, or put differently, they can be taken as substance and function.
Furthermore, this paper points out that the two terms “initiation” and “manifestation” are adopted
from the Book of Changes ( Yizhuan %1%, thus Yangming's thought on the unity of knowledge and
action is deeply connected with his thought on the Changes. Within his understanding of the Changes ,
Qian (¥Z) and Kun (3) are substance and function. From this, we can confirm that knowledge and
action are substance and function and that they are synchronic, without any time gap between them.
Keywords: The unity of knowledge and action; initiation; manifestation; substance and

function; Qian and Kun

Hoyt Cleveland Tillman’s Reconstruction and Interpretation of the Intellectual History of the
Song Dynasty Lian Fan

Abstract: In his reconstruction of the intellectual history of the Song dynasty, Hoyt Tillman first
investigates the external factors affecting the development of Daoxue (iE2#%) in the Song dynasty, such
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as socio-economic and cultural policies, and then, starting from the interactive relationship between
academic thought and the political environment, clarifies the four stages in the development of Daoxue,
from a diverse appearance toward orthodoxy. In his interpretation of the intellectual history of the Song
dynasty, Tillman points out that the intellectual negotiation of Daoxue was carried out around the three
levels of Confucian theory: philosophical speculation ( noumenon) , practical political theory ( effect)
and cultural value (literature). From this point of view, he investigates the discussion of theoretical
and practical issues within Daoxue, and the conflict between Daoxue groups and the government in
terms of policy and moral standards. In terms of his intellectual position, Tillman tends to be pluralistic
and inclusive, and tries to conduct calm and objective research from the standpoint of bystanders.
Tillman’s mode of research starts from a detailed and in-depth combing of the literature, with a broad
academic vision that pays attention to the interactive influence of philosophical thought and political
culture, which results in the integration of the diverse paths of intellectual history, social history and
cultural history.

Keywords: Hoyt Cleveland Tillman; Daoxue; intellectual history; social history; cultural history

An Exploration of “A Natural and Unrestrained Atmosphere” and the Poetic Purport of Zhu
Xi's The Spring Wang Gang

Abstract: The Spring (Chunri % H) was a work from Zhu Xi's 2<% adolescent years and the
result of entering a new frontier of thought after traveling with Li Tong Z5{fi]. As the vehicle for a
“natural and unrestrained atmosphere” (saluo gixiang Wi¥%" X4 ) , its aim is “to know the mood of
sages and worthies” (Shide shengxian qixiang WF32EHT L) and ultimately to realize the “heavenly
principles” (tian Ii K¥). Taking “reading the words of the sages and worhies” (kan shengxian
yanyu F 2% Wt F 1H) as its starting point, it unfolds a vivid explanation through the metaphor of
“knowing the eastern wind” (Shide dong fengmian 1454 AA) , up to “observing nature” (cha hu
tian di ZFRKHML) in the midst of “universality and particularity” (li yi fen shu ¥—435%) , which
leads to the actualized state of “many thousands of flowers”™ (wan zi gian hong J1 3 T-41). lts
imagery comes directly from Li Tong’s teachings and falls in the same strain as Zhou Dunyi’s J&] i
“a clean breeze and clear moon” (guang feng ji yue YeJ)X\5% H ). From within the “calm selflessness”
(kuo ran da gong BEARAAN) of “the happiness of Confucius and Yan Hui” ( Kong Yan zhi le fLEIZ
IR), “Zeng Dian’s mood” (Zeng Dian gixiang ¥4 }5.'X%:) and the Daoist and Buddhist mirror image
of “the empty mountain” (kong shan %% IlI) become demarcated, revealing the “ natural and
unrestrained atmosphere” of “reason and heart being one” (li yu xin wei yi BL5.0h—).

Keywords: Zhu Xi; “a natural and unrestrained atmosphere”; The Spring; poetic purport;
Li Tong

Some Views on the Research Status and Significance of Traditional Vietnamese Family Rituals
Liu Bohong

Abstract; Vietnam is located in Southeast Asia. Vietnamese culture was heavily influenced by
Chinese culture and South Asian Champa culture. Vietnamese ritual studies is different from Japanese
and Korean ritual studies, and deserves the attention of scholars. Traditional Vietnamese family ritual
studies has its own history of development, which is closely related to Zhu Xi's Family Rituals ( Zhuzi
Jiali KT % %L). Take the seventeen volume Han-Nan Family Ritual Documents ( Han Nan Jiali
wenxian Y ZE AL CHK) that are still in existence as an example, most of these books are used as

family ritual guides, with relatively little on the study of ritual. In addition to Zhu Xi's Family Rituals,
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Tho Mai gia 1& also has a great influence on these books. But now sinology researcher are hindered by
language, not paying enough attention to Vietnamese Traditional Family Ritual. For example,
compared to Zhu Xi's Family Rituals, the Thanh thin gia 1é dai toan ( Qingshen Jiali daquan & 1H
F4L K 4) attempts to systematize and expand the notion of kinship, and combines Confucian
etiquette and magic ( fangshu J77K). These features are helpful for analyzing the nature and
limitations of Confucianism.

Keywords: Vietnam; family rituals; Zhu Xi's Family Rituals; Confucianism

Collation of the Ryokan Confucian Classic Biography of Trying to Govern the Country Fang Di

Abstract; Sai On Z$Jf | an important statesman and thinker in Ryukyu (present-day Okinawa in
Japan) , wrote a volume titled Biography of Trying to Govern the Country ( Tuzhi Yaozhuan &G %5
&), which mainly expounds on issues of governance that should be paid attention to, and puts forward
corresponding requirements for the Monarch and his ministers in Ryokan society at that time. It reflects
the Confucian idea of “self-cultivation and governance” (wxiu shen zhi guo 1& 5AH) , which is a
clear example of the impact of Chinese culture on Ryokan society.

Keywords: Sai On; Ryukyu; Confucian Classics

A New Direction in the Study of Confucian Philosophy: Comments on Chenyang Li's Confucian
Philosophy in A Comparative Age Han Shu’an

Abstract: Professor Chenyang Li's 4% /2 FH book Confucian Philosophy in A Comparative Age
( Bijiao de shidai FLEHIRIAR) has three typical characteristics: a consciousness of research methods ;
the deepening of value considerations; and the highlighting of problem consciousness. Compared with
previous works on comparative philosophy of China and the West, Li's work has achieved two changes,
that is, from the academic standpoint of “interpreting China with the West” (yi xi shi zhong VAVG ¥
H1) to that of the “mutual interpretation between China and the West” (zhong Xi hushi PG HBE) |
and in its problem horizon from a “grand narrative” ( hongda xushi 7 KAUZ) to a “ micro
demonstration” (weiguan lunzheng TOWIEIUE). Under the condition that “doing Chinese philosophy”
(zuo Zhongguozhexue HHEFF2:) becomes a kind of common epochal thinking, this may point out a
way forward for the future development of Chinese philosophy.

Keywords: Chenyang Li; comparative philosophy; Confucian philosophy; research paradigm

Exploring the New Paradigm of Neo-Confucianism: Comments on Jun He’'s From Confucian
Classical Studies to Neo-Confucianism Huang Yongqi

Abstract: In From Confucian Classical studies to Neo-Confucianism ( cong jingxue dao lixue %
5| B %) Professor Jun He 1A] & focuses on how Neo-Confucianism transitioned away from
Confucian classical studies. By introducing the “analytical and critical” (fenxide, pipande 53HTH)
FI) method to the interpretation of the Classics, Neo-Confucians criticized and got rid of the
limitations of the traditional annotation system of the Han and Tang dynasties, and emphasized the
“egreat righteousness” (da yi K ) behind the whole context of the Classics. From this angle, the
scope of investigation covers the whole process of the rise and development of Neo-Confucianism. And
it covers the whole Confucian system of the Classic. On this basis, the spiritual mainstream of Neo-
Confucianism can also be summarized.

Keywords: Jun He; the Confucian Classics; Neo-Confucianism
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