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By EFRMENAE, RETHRESE EREHT — Mo RERT AN RAEAT A H
SR, RAZR A IR FRAK AR =4, A B KR B AU By A
BXEATARTHRFEXEL,

EER: AT, X AN, HEAE;, HETD

TEH BN OO, EETHRBOER WG S MO R (S EAEEIT 20057 ) |56 [ 44 K 2%
RFHRITEEZE(E/R  03073)

FBEEN: Fila ERREASCER (JE 100084)

—a 5

AR SCIR V] T B A 7 rh O T AL B 55 7 A TR D 3 BT D A T ALY ) X
JEAR RN B P8R 16 A P8 AT IS0 ORISR S R BRI AN A TEAT 1R R R
HSR R REIL A SN, A 2 S ST BRSO S5 A LAY, LR 22 P M B A T R A A7 ALY 5 31X
BE 73 591 2 P U A B IS T A I U 7T U S B RIS B 9], PR T
TE TR Y ()8, QR — R 51 5 B 2 BRI E AR DGRy [, & RS2 AR — A Bl
RELE B, RIS ) 1) o — A E 2 A B B RO TE . IR AN A TR A A, X B P
USSR PR T A 1 R R R A — i 44 D Bk —— e M JE . R

@ AR BB B G % UK % R 09 7 ) 424& 2 (David S. Nivison) , & #t Erin M. Cline, Eirik L.
Harris . 73 5% (Eric L. Hutton) | Eric Schwitzgebel . Michael R. Slater. Justin Tiwald % 4148 69 3% 6 fe 1
B, B EEZRAKDAS(ACLS) B 2B EAFFRLAKRL L 2012457 A6 829 BARMKE
( University of Utah) 2R ey Comparing Two Masters: Xunzi and Hume” #F 12 69 1 % 4 | RAELA LT TIX
Fhib ey inAs AR BGR AT A 09 5 4 T3 % (Eric L. Hutton) . Sungmoon Kim, Al Martinich, Elizabeth
Radecliff | Lisa Shapiro, Michael Slote VA& £ 2 F48 th 64 dEF A B 09 ik, 5H , H L T Justin Tiwald
E %89 Oxford Handbook of Chinese Philosophy — % ,i% 4 T 2022 5 oy 4 i K 5 At Bk

@ Brfitsk T L Xunzi on “ Human Nature” ¥ 32 69 ¥ 2, B & T David S. Nivison, The Ways of
Confucianism ; Investigations in Chinese Philosophy, Bryan W. Van Norden ed. , La Salle, IL: Open Court Press,
1996,
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XXH: A T8 F P EEA R

A5y 78 WIS T R AU ey R W 4t 5 AR R IR ALY, 71X LB AR B R TR AT AL B
R IX AN SIS AR TR B, T HL AR ] Sz IE AR ISR IRA T X A R i A SR
B A A FAE— DX R TE T 22 2 OCE A M) A AP S . X T BE (R AT
HOB R ey A i PR A A VT BRI LS| S R SOAR TR, N, FATT T RE 22 o BRI
TR T B , B0 SCA A 0] LABSCE RO — N ISR R AR I B, TCie e, 1 R )l
DA 3 6 SCA [ R T RE 2% FA TNl R A 11X A 27 50 AR E R, dJim, {HL [ A 22
(s , AT T An ] 2R g B ) 1 ) I Bl A S B0 0, o A B AT =, JE RN FA T oy 2L
IEAERLE R PR A, BA AR N . MR B T SCAS AR RN S ) AR B L B Y 1 35
et M 2 i 7 1 R U AR R O AR B 2 A IR B AR AT T 2 T L R
ARLETRAZ S BN A R AR ARIT 55 12805 H o

TECHI TR ANE) — 30 R TR I 1T XA R R J5 7% I 7EH James Behuniak F) i 2
AU S TRANRAR RO 7 AR A S il A e (A T R R B SR T R A 1]
AR R TT 3k B TLUC T Al B S S R g ok J5 0k eI UK TR A 4 e 1) FR AR 1 0 g ok I 0k
Z AT, 3 AR R S — R B ) B i —— R T - ) R P B, R 390 Bk B AT
X BRI AL Q A BRI ULIR 2 A AT Ay i B ] T 1 8 7T
SEIX 7 L S O, AR AN A R R e A AR O D AR 4, Rl
A YA AT 224 BTk, I AN F O i RS [ ©

TR A TR R ) A TR T

FANTINAEZEA: (Burton Watson ) A 20 1 HAGHE R (AT 1) BEASTF U, 1t 2 {50 7 TS0 &Y
St

RKKAAMAELE, ERA ATl EE2H mm A, AR A AL H s, R LA L, %
RARTFTRAL, WREZFF AREL WmFL AR ATL? B ARREF, R RERFAL, AFTIL
BB B, SATAREAT? B L, ¥ W Fe Folll — — 0 % 5 % A0 @0 g
Wy BT FmEL, WEWE BT, AR T , ARG, FZoLb, HAETRGE
TR BRI o M 4 Fr )L EL0 & 8 W 55 55 M RAR A M BT B R T AR B AL R Y
AEALL DR, ((FHTF - 41))

TN FIXA BRI 2R M2 A R B TR T — D5 R B2 R A,
BRI ZZ AR SO AR SEAERY” (sense of duty)  MFERIVE P, « 7R HAB 5, FRAL XA IR A

@ James Behuniak, Nivison and the “Problem” in Xunzi's Ethics, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 50, No. 1, 2000,
pp- 97-110; James Behuniak, Reply to Nivison, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 50, No. 1, 2000, pp. 116-118;
David S. Nivison, Response to James Behuniak, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 50, No. 1, 2000, pp. 110-115.

@ ®AESBABLIA TN HE KT E e 45 % 835, L Eric Hutton trans. , Xunzi, Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 2014,

® A—AXFEP ARBTIEMFEGBE AR X — KA ke H T, AL Philip J. Ivanhoe,
Understanding Traditional Chinese Philosophical Texts, International Philosophical Quarterly, Vol. 52, No. 3,
2012, pp. 303-314,

@  RINA AL HFF A “ritual and yi” £AF @ R SEFAE “ritual principles”
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B bR 4R 5 (P X0

1E X (righteousness ) ™, B30 A2 BHIPEC AT 2 g5 DL %) T =X, (EL 2% ) A8 1 G460 7 T ol 3R R I AR

BETFHFHBEL(FAEBIEAALR A THuth g Btk X £ ERAB, B E —A
AR ZIEATH TH A (BB TIRA G ) AN D7 e R L X ARG 35 AR 2T #7F
FARR G B KA — A 2B T SR B, 4 S 003, PP do B A B E < AW Foif f2
HLIEZ A 8 % R W iE XA LR A A S KeigF O

B 2, NIAREATT JE 1IN, AR — > P YR AR 2 P47 JE 788 (moral sense ) , SR T
[F) Ff SR AAT] 8 A M Y @

B TR T PR T I AT . SR —Fh SR AT K0S A, RO < SO B S — b sl g
£ (a superior kind of intelligence ) , #fi I ML 1562 —FmT LLHES 41 & 70 SLFP R FE 06 f2 SRR 1% 45 Fh
FTREVERYBE ST X FhBE AT 2, AR — > ARy B AR a8 il 2 S Ak, IR 4 38 TG 2
U REERE, e miE Ul A R T — RIS IR IR SR L SSe R ETEN

AR, ) TR AR B “36” (Way ) RIVE 74 75 (moral life ) J2 f5 4 1Y &
e, W TIEHEC) T, FAT A« 7 A4 B Dy — Pl 1A P HE B BE U (a superior
ability for rational calculation) , Ifif FL&—F L R TR AR ), © Bt S LFAT I3 T Z Hir e
BB IR] R AN RN AT IXFPRE ST, IR A B AT S35 1 A L T = 5 A S L

Ry T iR e ) R R R ] L B X T o 0 TE R N7 3 04 i X U R T
P T AR TR SR A SRR (HX R THE R 2 A (empty ) 19, A
TEATRRE N A . )R 3L, FEX MR LT H) B 8 7 B AR — R 58 TEAE 1Y AR AR
WRAYBES) . IEANFRATAE VISR —Fh R T 2 i R vh TR B IR X 2 B JEAT 24 fF &1
N 2 5 ] RO E PR ST T s B0y o SR, X — 4R WY I 0 Z A TE T B X R B AT IO
T A REE NS RO ML S AT 00 A iR D BSOS R AU Y B B s
AEAHEHE A A R 2 50 B C TR B A B A 0K IR B — A% SO, —Fh Rt
BRI 237 1 SRR AT LA EFRATTXS JE DG 72 1Y (amoral ) B A 18 2 Y (immoral ) S E 1 H 7K
W AT H T IRANTIA X —FRE ) (EE AP T8, &I AT E, s
T R SRR, B RE S T R RS | AN DU J7 5K A SR A 1] T X AR

FER] THEEP ARG B TR I T — N RZ A IR, X2 v 7 ¥ K — B U T
ARSI U IRl R, FEK D7 T (A T STk AR AR B AU — SR T ELE I F
FEHE AT AR AR . A0SR — U R A A O I At X A 1) Y 2 B 25 FE B R T IR ED
SRV FACHE © R E M T EAE E R e, SR, BEE I ] B4R, A5 458 0

@ LT rZ” %45 human nature is evil” , M 2% A 4 #F4E “ human nature is bad” & F B & ¥V 5| XA L
David S. Nivison, The Ways of Confucianism: Investigations in Chinese Philosophy, p. 126,

@ HAATHRAV ALMA —FHBOELE, ELARARGEREE N EEEREEH E A LT T, X
RAG T, @ X AIEA R @ £I0E T8 B a3 5 P (B A G T M-l 2" 5] § 4
MAGE), WL, EAZEH THIHEZTFTHLHILFEARSN, 2L HFTRLRARMSET
A

@ AT B EIERHE FA TR B ITTE, — LSRG FERET G THOY FFE— PRI TR
H R BLE A= E 49 5T, £ IL Bryan Van Norden, Mengzi and Xunzi: Two Views of Human Agency, Reprint in
T. C. Kline, III and Philip J. lvanhoe eds. , Virtue, Nature, and Moral Agency in the Xunzi, Indianapolis, IN:
Hackett Publishing Company, 2000,
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FIRETRE R A B T — e AR TTIE o TEANFRRE A 1 Ak e i R | 3 fme 90 1) A7 5
JE R T SCHR B A ) e P AR Bk AR LE 5 T B Sk 3™ A 1 Tl A 1 A A Bevs
J A A A AR T JEL R B RAAE S5 AL T X SeR B, fe e, 3B 2 T AR Bk , BAR R I AT
BRI B T EAE e B R R

= Mo Kok ik

CEMNY T RIS B a7 AR H 0 R W, Jeie - SO 2t 4, SR < S5 gk 437
(hierarchical divisions) FJFERERT, & REAS A SR A0, 5 B AR TR SR AARER , I i s
R AR5 K A SRAH DM 33 £ ol 30 F BT 5 IR AR T R i g e vk L XA EIRE B T A
SRR R IT R P PR 5 —, A TR R A RERIE BB A= AR SR RO FRAT AT AT
PR TC S TEFE Y (amoral ) B0 A IE B (immoral ) JEI , 2 R IE 4 4 HERE ST 55—,
“ SOy AL R RS AT RE A B | G AN S B E AR A TR (BRI CE”) BARTY, R
T, 73 AL e L (R ) o HA b 5 Aol DR R B < JBese ™ T e 17 2 SCAR fR S 0
O3 o X R AR MR A B2 SO g3 R AL FEA BT B ALY T RE P , R AT A 2= AR AR
PAJT I : 5, AR AZEAT N BRI LU ABATTAS 2 A28 B AR BT A7 ), RIDATE B9 F R R AIE
(spontaneous features of human nature ) , i & AZJE & BIFISE 5 A 25 51 | RIFH] + i < £4 7 (deliberate
effort ) 455

XA R 1 (1) i A — 2835 2 BrIs A SRy,

AZFFAAAF ATE? B ALF I, m st Bwm sk, 5 muk b 540 m %
FLRAZMERAL, RS MRFAL G FEZR L, RUWAZPTAAHANE, FEHF A
ZRMIEN VLAV, SEBRBERF A mALEL KR ETFELE LLH, A
ZHTAAANE AL R M Al AEAHL, RESHXTFHARXFZF, Aitm
RBHZA, BABERAH, HEXTH, 0ERTAAZRTEE, ((HF - M)
FEK L FRATRI 537 R AL BRI R AE—&, IR N AT S i e PR . @ it

Ah X BE T A MR R 0 b — AR R R o AL AT DR B R
RIKHIEM AL, MDI L LR V2 ARZEAI 57 fAl” Capior & S DL KGg SR M
SELY ) — SO AR BRGSO IB e T 22 A R B AN I B IR OL R | T AN 2
ARLE A A2kt SRR 1 ASIB 2 B A 23, S Beib A A Ut , N2 BT LA AR iR 7 L i
HAEASHE AN T35 BAL T AR A 2 A 45 I BARSFIE A 1Y SCALRRYE (5 RIS B,
I, H NG R F AL SR AR BE 2 ANl 5 NEAEE LB Z i, REZEHA

D FAIAATI W57 T4 AL 5 L7 (social divisions) 45 # | X — 7 IF 45 3% 15 AL 6 8035 (2 2 ik %
RIZIEFENE R AR RE M EE P E 28X % (hierarchical divisions) o

@ EZIABRET,HTERET “H” (distinctions) , AV ZEE, X Pfe by | & F AR 509 P
CoT AR BSEAR , HUNIRBI A H S R RGBT R T AR LA 2R BB R AT R IESF R E A ey
A AR My R A HeAE R AL #9284, Eirik L. Harris AR E B A B F XiT# T X — S fefg £ R4, &
JL Eirik L. Harris, Xunzi’s Political Philosophy, Eric L. Hutton ed. , Dao Companion to the Philosophy of Xunzi,
Dordrecht: Springer, 2016,
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B BR 4R 5 (P X0

ARG AL BATIE SR X BIA 1 | MO A SR, BTG R T5 ORI, BIE A7 AL kR
AR T ELAETE ST IR s EATRIRE T ACRIBSR RS2 — RO A I P i o B A R A
ARTBENE . TEE AR AR A NE rp OB AR B, B T O R A R b, X
— WL AECH 1) B AR EE B B A R,

B EECAZHE MALLEA? B2, LA H, 242 FEAZ, FAE TAZ
e, HHAMER AR RUNEATHAZ, EAE FAZIRL, K IAFTKTRE,
KM BATF ITAZ, A TAZEL, FARELE, T A, A AL mAEE, R AL
Uik RATEAZM FMATAZIRL, ((HF - BE))

XBCSCF IR 4y DL, X T ] 1R U, A% S8 1Y A X L AR A& S B B B Y SO AR 7
(cultural artifacts) o, 7R E IRIGRAY 25 3 380 o 182 < T MR M A 22 oA 02 R B2 R R 3k 2 AN fm] 114 3C
WL R SETH B 58 RS G — W 2572 1 RIVERE, &M 58 % B8 2R I A C el R
VR S A 25 Ja AR — A D ] I L AGIE AN 23 55 56 (9 24k 7K S Ak b B 37 BB ) 38 4 1 5
FATAN BB T S22 B 53 (G4, 365 45 2 1 L 0 9 B8 4 %) 45 b e R AR ) IX o TRk, X 3
BRI 2 B — BB 53, A B T A BEAR R S5 Y R AFRR R R

FATAT LAE 2 — A8 SR — 20 X — BRI R 4R, 318w A AR AT IR 4
HR3E AT S TR SR FURE S o XA AT B A YR — G 0 A [, (EL 2 g AR (]
BB R0 SUE—4 % (a path or road) , “I87/E R« B IR L, 5« X B 28 B 07
VAT AR T (R R B S B TR ) AT DT S (BB ) T AR A S 52
LR AR S HH A A AT BE R NOZ R — R R I R IRAR M T — SR A A B
B — PP A 3 BUAGOIR L Sy F AT PR A 2 4 e 28 R4 A M R 4 3 2 R B K A T A A SR
T TE X S TR FRAT TR TR Bk, (st R A N 2 A 36 8 T R 3 25 1 2 AR
o BT O IR BT R IR A SRRE , BUE RATAE 1 B AR 1 Rk
B I E] BRSBTS A H EOR B8 AR A B SR HUE Hh R 2 A i LR Y, U
FATRAEL S A Al AT TN FRATT 1 £ 3% 7 A A AE C A T B RS ), AT AL [ 45 7 ke 4
Frefls (i) h—Bofi £ W B TE WA ) i RE T SE0LRd

KATH FIR ,FRAMG, BEREFRE ARANE, L&, kb, dE4L, Fard B,
KEb, ((FF - Rib))@

TE R ECE BN A A I B R G YA , SR SAL ST, RV R RIS Ty PSR Y4528 XA B
TR 24T e d T SRR G R XA U BA PRAE N iTie . an b pnd ARAT
a4 T E A AR PU RS AU AUR IR, R AE—RAR R R IR« UG — PRy i A 2642
07 A T R

O T EhRE TEA AL, R E RIS E AR E RAB I A R 6 A sl AL Philip J. Ivanhoe
ed. , Chinese Language, Thought, and Culture. Nivison and His Critics, Chicago and La Salle, IL: Open Court,
1996 foit —H KR T & — B A8, SF 38 5 RAIE R F A& o B (1724—1777) 255 538 (1738—1801) A &
AE R F B Je W X R E T X — %48 AL David S. Nivison, The Ways of Confucianism: Investigations in
Chinese Philosophy .,

@ AT AR T B TR — ST R
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25 BRIV “ A ITE” (social norms ), 3X AN B PR3 U (H R[] T Al b o
BHPE . IE 7 50 “ A TE” (right or rightness) O #HjF7E F iR B A Br v i WL LA S FRATT AT LU
SCASH S | 0T 22 X001 2 2 W 308 AT Sy R T B A B8 4k 2 A T AL (ritwals ) L “ 437 (social
divisions ) F1“ 3. (social norms) , % $EHR 23 1 K ) & g | SC 0 AR B sk ARG < O 1 o AR
AR A @ B AT IAS R WA B8 LUATA] EL82 0 7 2038 9 20 HE v AR A g =52 |,
JEFRAT N33 AR e — S S AR ST 2R At 2 9 HLIRATT A S M ah A p SR SC e Te
2K S FIE SO FRAT I ) R A AR P ) FLEE B2 — B A LA RS, TR
13— s ZPE PR A AR . R B AR — R LSO R BRI SRR I, SRR,
HFIEAN N BB A T A R At 23 (0 SRR FRATTAS M v R I G 1] 1) 25 1) & SR B, HA 1A AH
R, FEA R AT O | S A E R ), R A SO R R AR B A R R P SRS T LY, B A i
il A0S L B AT B IR A i i [ At A A S 4 T A 16y B A R AR

SO A A AR SR I I S B Oy N ROk Y SO 3 R FRATT SR T — R
(5 R PR FAT— TP IR A IR B S o LEFRATT I S B v , L2k Y 2 o ] 36 e 1) R

K KA AT, ERK A Fdn BB fadn S, AR A H A B 4o, 98 LA S, #%

RARTFTRAEL, ARZEF AREL mFL AR AT B ARREE KRB, AFTIA

ReBE? B .4, SATREAT? B, X AL NA Aol — — M %, % AN % 2N R

P EETRMEL, $Fwat, BT, AR T,RCHE, FZ oL, HAERE

TR B o M 4 N6, L0 B B 055 3 RARRE Y T B R T AR B AL, R

FAALZARAL, ((FF - E4]))@

R B IPEA R kG T P T e R B IR, DA B A e R W B AE AR IR AR A 2 LT
] B S BT R 7 AR AR B Y, APETETR F T A 1 2 SO 2 IR Y T8 A A R
PRUELEBAT AR E BAAANEZ A0 FEFL T T IR A7 AR DARAB R SR ege b, IEWFRATIr A 2
Y, SR — i R S T R 2 i A BRI R — B0 XA B T IR T B A AR T
T HRIEAL MBI E B RS R PRI

PLIX A7 3 2R ) Al AGE AT 78 21, 1 400 B A R B I BESC 7 A9 55 0 5 1 1]

O ETHX—EA AL R a5 69 LR Fe ¥ 547, I Eric L. Hutton, On the Meaning of Yi ( L) for
Xunzi, Unpublished M. A. Thesis, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University,
1996; % JL Eirik L. Harris, Xunzi's Political Philosophy,

Q@ BAEEFHTFHUEALEEEF @Y K A14E Blackburn ( Simon Blackburn, Realism and Variations, Spreading the
Word : Groundings in the Philosophy of Language, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984) f= Mackie (J. L. Mackie,
Ethics: Inventing Right and Wrong, Reprint, London: Penguin Books, 1990) % % /X 848 K & L A1 & I g Aa4L

@ XFHAAMT R TFHAAIEE TiEL A RS R KFEREX” (reformation model ) , M R A 5 F A £ 7K
“R AKX (development model ) 69 48 %, %k T X I & AW Philip J. Ivanhoe, Confucian Moral Self
Cultivation, Second Revised Edition, Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, 2000,

@ EXEEP AT e L BET LPF“yi” 122K G kb A&3 8 LML (social norms) KB T
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B bR 4R 5 (P X0

AT A X BEOSCTHR T —Fh REBAYEI” (ladder of souls) U MICH: Air{EAT RE 5 A 7K A1k
TR, Zd A A e B ORI R AR AREE B JISE ) 5 S i m B B0AE - o KR 57 A
2Kk BOUTPAE R B B AR SRS B R B W R B e S A O AR AE , JF P SE R R AT
TESEARS I B R A A rh i 62 AR, IR AN TS, NSRS RIS AT AR
P, TR D A AT T A PO E S B S0, 952 b ABIA AT S RE— R A B0 SO 2 31T
JEA B IR 33k — A TS TS < N Z BT LI N R R [ 24 b R B AR 0 2 . A
SEFATANE P A B LE AR A FAT T SO M ER b B s R s BEAY AN, T DR A A A
L7 Fne S, FATRERSAE A CAHLUN— I NER SRR SRR A 25 X BERE A 3 A
PP AN AR L6 K A FEBRAT TR 9 S A 3 ), S AN JE RO AT B8 B AR 1, T
SRR BATIA IER I TH @ YIRATAFHE X BOR A/ RIS M2 A R xR,
1B A SRBETIAR TS | S A Al F AT A AR W 1) 5o 4 o I 850 0 31 1) AT ] 225 g o
BRI G W FRATHA BRI T H BUE AL A S N B R A G A T AR A IR
TH,

BUAEAT S8 N AT BE 2 R Ry 25 25 B 1) J DR ) 1 9 T T 2 SR R B e — U AT i
P (LU IS SRR R LN R TN D RP Y NI € o = E T U B K S X W B EAT (U (NN =S SR o
2x, AT RYBAR B AT LU Ik Bl R R, BE Fe /e SR B SO 2 R, SO T T — i i 21
A8 AN 8 S A TEAEARNS F2 SO R (B FORHE X T T AR B 2 A, sl 2D UCR A, fim,
FOARTE b 45 A T RS — IR B 3 SCRAR K WA B AR L, B2 0T 00 T AR RIS
2 AR BIEROLE, 9 NGBS, JEHOREEIEP R A — AN X fe & NENGIRZ 1 AH R
SR R B

WA B U E KA HG #4525 + S50 (Steven Pinker) ASARSE %M fil 3 1 4 (A PE
B RRM B N2 ) D) IRBEA AT SOEEE, MR AR, A, T AR
SiR PR A A A O B ) — 285 S IE U AS S AR R A AR, P se il R, 5 AN s
s ERRZE AR L, AR St b LR T AR A 2 AR 238 . e TR Y
BB B SR — Uik, X3 Rl S48 & Ji& (happy development ) JiE A () 70 A7 2 175 BT 4
I HLAEEARSEH IR NG AR A« BESR APEAS B FEAT 10 SR ISR 7 sl i A rp AT BSR4 20
A B R FATT AT R AT R AT A 2RV RS PER A NTE B (inner demons )
I KAL” (better angels) IS5 G & M FA M0 T2 01, 5 & 51 A TG IXFIAT N, FEIX
B EMNELBFIMRRI R, EHRESEHE LA TR SSEFEA R T fiIF IR
BT F ZIe R R I KA eI T —Fh ST AR R A ) A A0S 1) R

D Joseph Needham, Science and Civilization in China, Volume 2, History of Scientific Thought , Reprint, Taipei: Cave
Books, 1985.

Q@ (XTHHFHPFX—F @HATAMEFEG L F 4, A Eric L. Hutton, On the Meaning of Yi (3L) for
Xunzi ; Eric L. Hutton, Does Xunzi Have a Consistent Theory of Human Nature? T. C. Kline, III and Philip J.
Ivanhoe eds, Virtue, Nature, and Moral Agency in the Xunzi, Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company,
2000; Eirik L. Harris, Xunzi's Political Philosophy,

@ Steven Pinker, The Betier Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined, New York: Viking Penguin, 2011.
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AL A AR P9 T8, 70X B AR B T [RGB S BT, A 2 DXl A A
Pt @

TEAEE AN I — 2 P oy R R ], S BRATRERE Wi S AR N AR BESL ™, I A
O RAE” et B A A fe il LIRS A il 2SO XM BUG 0F 5 AL SEABASIR, X 88
S AN SR HE D 4 2% R A A A 05 T 3 AR ULE T R W A AE I HLBTA A A, P S
WA v i B B R SR G B T A BU R BNk . — B 20030 R ER R
AV ZAE AR, P67 27 ARSI 4 AR, 3 A 7 1 57k P A Sy AN i , DA S 2 I 0iob
AR AR BRI A

AL, B A I BB Al RS LAY, AR b e 4l (HRFRAE T — 2P p bR Led . B,
SRR S TR AP I 8 S TR A TR (X — BEIS A b T 2 op DL Mo 2045 21 T 0
FRUBESFT) AL B 29K SCRF T —FANIR 2 2R WL B 12U ARl R . 22 /it S A #4m
B EILPIA AL AP L TR MR R BRI ST, N AR AR 0 45 Mok UE 22 )
AT RIS @ FATRIAMEAALRE T A 5 T A RAT Ay, 100 EL B AT & o 52 32 4% s it o
7 2 A RE 7 Y SR B R A, R BE g L RE S IR L6 il 2 M v IR R E I A (T DA 1R B IR 28 A REAT
BEAN BT B A P AR HT S APk A, TE AT A 22 B ik, i B 77 i R AT e A B T AT
AR " J© TR XS T, WA BT ER UL, AR AR IR R, 3 2 T7E bR
HOF AT UL PR (OF AR R ULE R A A s GO — ) (@ 5 T R S A Bk O
K NFAT R AL A AR AN S R AS R FRATTA A B | TR IR SCIE B B, 4R IR
HIFBTBERY o T FIRF S X — i E— T B DR, BT R 14 G i 16 2 ST S AT I )
FNTANER PR S T ME—TERR 50k SR 3 s ZA R AT TR N iZ BB BTG I B Hhy 32 503
o X5k TVFZA @A LR R, BN, QR e B KM [ AR E =2 4 0A T, B
ARPET5 A ol SO R BRI 28 A C H AR (F2 20 Al ) s AR R I (2RI 22 40 X
WENREAEART 2 . SR RN ol i S R S O AR Z IR R LG, 2% 08— T AATT7E R A B MR X
JRRIRI, A2 RS RE M, JRE RN R S ML E 2R SR, N
ZESE AR 2 | (HOX A0S FEIE SE T B0, o T REAR A 0 etk . ] T B R T, B0 A 14 19
TR TR RS  UEWI R SCA A S | S A E IR TR AT A — BB AN R AR T 1 A SO
1, IF BLFATTREAE LR Z] | 5 A Ay s i o ©
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Introduction

Aging, both as concept and a process, is currently receiving much attention inside and outside
academia, mostly due to the predicted and to some extent already manifest demographic consequences
in aging societies across the world. In this context, aging is largely approached instrumentally and

”

regarded first and foremost as a “burden,” “problem” or “task” for contemporary societies to be
encountered, tackled, and resolved, mostly by means of government intervention and/or social policy
(Baars 2012, 82f. ). As remarked in the ancient Daoist classic Zhuangzi, if the shoe fits, one forgets
one’s foot ( Zhuangzi 2006-2023, ch. 19). In a comparable fashion, aging is now becoming a much-
discussed topic for the simple reason that it cannot be ignored any more—we cannot but pay attention
to our foot because we feel that the shoe does not fit anymore.

However, though demographic analyses are bound to turn our present attention to aging, it is
neither anything new nor has it only recently been discovered. On the contrary, aging has always been

an inescapable part of human—and, for that matter, all biological—life. Despite its omnipresence,

however—or perhaps precisely because of it—philosophers have not expressed much interest in the
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subject, today even less so than in ancient times. At least some of the more eminent ancient Greek and
Roman thinkers saw a justification to expend a word or two on the issue, though few of them seem to
have felt compelled to treat it in much detail. Moreover, they generally had a difficult time finding
anything praisworthy or desirable about aging. For instance, while Plato and Aristotle admitted that a
long life would certainly increase the chances of gaining wisdom through experience, they tended to be
rather negative about aging and even about the representatives of the older generation. Apparently,

Plato seemed to believe that the best aspect of aging was that [ -+ ]

[ ---] as the satisfactions of the body decay, in the same measure my desire for the pleasures
of good talk and my delight in them increase. [ ---] For in very truth there comes to old age a

great tranquility in such matters and a blessed release. (Plato 1961, 328d-329d)

In other words, what Plato—as well as many of his followers—perceived as the primary merit of old age
is that it liberates us from the tyranny of sexuality and other bodily urges prone to mislead or corrupt the
soul.

Plato’s disciple Aristotle is even less generous in his assessment of senescence. He attributes not
only physical but also moral maladies to old age, so that he conceives of old persons as being not only
physically frail, but also morally weak, cowardly, distrusting, selfish, and miserly. Indeed, persons
belonging to the older generation come across in Aristotle’s discussion as being all but sociopathic
(Aristotle 1941, 1389b — 1390b; Baars 2012, 100 — 103 ). Such negative attitude to the older
generation appears to be rather widespread in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy. Notable
exceptions are highly dualist considerations of old age as a liberation from bodily desires, as we have
seen in the case of Plato, which enables us to concentrate more on the capacities of the mind and the
soul and develop both wisdom and virtue. While probably first raised by Plato, it is reiterated in Cicero’s
well-known Cato the Elder on Old Age ( De Senectute) , which is an apology responding to the general
negative attitudes to aging and the aged in ancient Rome. In this unique classic, Cicero certainly
reflects more thoughtfully on the changes, both negative but also some positive, that take place with
increasing age, rebuking quite a few and still today common prejudices about old age—or what we
would nowadays subsume under the heading “agism.” He points out, for instance, which should be
obvious but appears to be most often ignored, that the old man “is in a better condition than the young
man, because what the youth hopes he has already obtained. The one wishes to live long; the other has
lived long. 7 (Cicero 1884, XIX, 52) But despite this and many other wise and dead-on observations
by Cicero in his valuable study, he largely refrains from exploring the issue from the point of view of
intergenerational integration and does not seem to have much to offer in this regard.

As I will try to demonstrate in this essay, early Confucian philosophy is much more inclusive of
the human aging process than can be found throughout the history of Western philosophy. While
Western thinkers were either largely disinterested in the issue or tended to view it negatively as the final
stages before one’s demise, the early Confucian philosophy offers a perspective of aging that rather

focuses on its integration in human life as a holistic process, thus calling for a conceptualization and
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appreciation of continuity between generations. Advancement in years is seen as value-neutral in the
sense that it is an integral phase of human living whereby new roles and responsibilities are assumed at
each successive stage. In other words, the Confucian view offers a real inclusion of all generations in
the broad age-spectrum of society, regarding each of them as fully meaningful and equally important to
communal human living.

One likely underlying reason for Confucianism’s greater acceptance of aging, and therefore its
deeper treatment and integration than has been the case in mainstream Western philosophy, is that
Chinese cosmological thinking takes temporality as a necessary feature of reality and assigns it a
fundamental philosophical role. This view engenders an attitude to the flow of time as being inescapable
and thus a conception of reality as “becoming” rather than “being. ” In early Western thinking, while
Heraclitus certainly represented a comparable view, it was the Parmenidean model of eternal and static
constancy that turned out to be victorious through Plato’s clear preference, in his influential two-world
theory, for the eternal realm of forms to the phenomenal world of flux. While he acknowledged the fact
of constant temporal changes in phenomenal reality, he considered them first and foremost as a
problematic and undesirable feature that ought to be overcome in an epistemological search for eternal
truths transcending the continuously fluctuating experience in the world of sense-perception. Thus,
Plato prepared a trajectory in Western thinking that tended to downplay the importance of changes and
focus instead on abstract constants, which in later philosophical and scientific thinking would manifest
itself in an almost exclusive quest and appreciation for absolute laws and principles.

Conversely, in Chinese philosophy there was no aspiration to an abstraction of selected strands of
reality. Indeed, reality was considered a ceaseless process of change, an “uninterrupted cosmogony”
(ununterbrochene Kosmogonie) as Gudula Linck (2001, 14) has intriguingly put it. A cosmological
view of this kind has wide-ranging consequences, such as excluding, by definition, fixed principles,
laws, or anything comparable to Platonic forms or ideas that transcend ephemeral reality. It is only
change itself that does not change. Certainly, some level of regularity, continuity, and order in terms
of repetition of comparable or similar occurrences can be discerned in the process, but this view would
not give rise to a deterministic view of world operations. The focus, therefore, is on the here and now,
and with regard to aging, it is simply considered a fully natural—and a priori neutral—process that
must be taken into consideration no less than any other feature of the human condition.

A worldview of continuous change such as the early Chinese is unlikely to generate the tendency to
understand things as clear-cut substances. Rather, it will be processual in nature and seek an order
whereby things are approached relationally. “This idea of a structural, relational order is reflected in
most classical Chinese philosophical works and disciplines. " ( Rosker 2021, 57) Similarly, Chen Lai P
>k notes that “The classical Chinese perspective starts with organic holism. Everything in the cosmos is
viewed as interrelated and interdependent. Each thing’s own existence and value manifests only in its
relations to other things. ” ( Chen 2017a, 1) This relational tendency manifests itself in such a way in
the ancient Confucian view of old age that it is not seen as a fixed category to which someone belongs

by virtue of having reached a certain chronological age. On the contrary, it receives its meaning
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through an always particular interdependent relationship between actual persons, in line of which we
rather speak in a relational manner of “older” and “younger”. This particularity, moreover, is
immersed in a process of continuous change. Naturally, those who are older than us will always remain
older, but our interdependent status, conditions and responsibilities are bound to change in time.

In the following, I shall attempt to “map out” some of the more important insights into aging that
early Confucian writings offer and introduce the main notions and viewpoints in this regard. As
informed readers might expect the notion of xiao % plays a central role in the discussion, but the vital

and overarching educational dimension in Confucianism may turn out to be no less important.

1. Xiao and the Personal Cultivation of Human Emotions

The Confucian notion of xiao # is traditionally rendered “filial piety” or “filiality,” but more
recently “family reverence” ( Rosemont and Ames 2009 ), or, which I find an even more fitting
interpretation, “intergenerational reverence” ( Ames 2011, 104). According to these more recent and
updated renderings, xiao signifies Jr. and calls for respect and care between generations. Even more
importantly, it assumes or provides meaningful roles to all ages, which also makes clear demands of
each individual at each stage of life. The Confucian approach thus offers a view of human co-habitation
which is both comprehensive and integrative, and in which no person is left out of the picture, no
person can be considered useless, let alone simply for the sake of her age, whether young or old. On
the contrary, each age plays an equally significant part in the colorful mosaic of life and human
coexistence. It is indeed our communal task as socially constituted creatures to construct, protect and
cultivate these roles.

On this Confucian view, being old is not something inherently negative; in fact, it is rather
formulated as the achievement of “having reached old age” or “enjoying longevity,” which is seen as a
good and desirable state, as it already says in the ancient Classic of Documents, the Shangshu.

9

Elucidating what it calls the “Five fortunes .1

The first is long life, the second wealth, the third health and tranquility, the fourth fondness
of excellence, the fifth the fulfilment of one’s prospects.

AAE.—8BF, Z8E, BT, WaKIFE, A8 F LG, (Shangshu % H 2006—
2023, “Great Plan” #32).

A long life is here presented as the very first item, thus indicating a necessary or at least a very
important condition for being able to enjoy the other four fortunes. Certainly, as will be discussed
below, longevity is not a sufficient condition—it does not guarantee that the other fortunes will follow—
but it would rather be an exception than the rule that they can be obtained without it.

If longevity is a desirable feature of human life, it follows that those who manage to reach it must
be recognized as being both meaningful and valuable players in the community. While I will turn later

to the issue of how to treat the older generation according to the Confucian teachings, let me begin by
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discussing two vital pedagogical roles of the elders in society ; first, they are affective role models, i. e.
through their example, they enable young people to develop emotions of care and solicitude ; secondly,
they are understood as bringing about cultural continuity by facilitating a continuous educational
renewal and resignification in the community.

In the very beginning of the Analects, xiao and fraternal deference to elders (#i ) are said to
constitute the root of becoming ren {7, a “person of associated humanity” or “consummate human
being” (Analects 2006-2023, 1.2). It is significant that this passage is found in Book 1 of the
Analects , which is associated with a most fundamental element of Confucianism, namely learning.

Ren {7 is the highest realistically attainable Confucian ideal. In earlier English translations of the
Confucian classics, it has often been rendered as “benevolence” or “goodness,” which is both
problematic because of its essentialist and atomist-psychological connotation but also and perhaps not
least because it is simply insufficiently suggestive of what ren signifies in the Confucian philosophy.
Other translators have suggested a number of different translations of ren, for example “humaneness,”
“humanity” and “authoritativeness,” apart from those mentioned in the previous paragraph, but most
translators also admit that none of these catches adequately the scope of ren. While there will be no
presumption here of formulating once and for all what this intricate and subtle character means, there is
no doubt that it suggests a social development of “humanization” toward becoming a “true” or “real”
human being—to humanize oneself to the greatest possible extent. Chen Lai (2017b, 18) has shown
that ren rests upon the love or care that one has for one’s parents or next of kin. This is precisely what
is meant in the passage from the Analecis alluded to above. In this context, “root” should not be
understood ontologically but rather practically or pedagogically, referring to the first steps of the
learning process toward becoming a ren—a “true” human being—during which we acquire the ability
to love and care for others. This emotional ability is a learning process and requires training. But it is
a learning process that is rooted in xiao ; the feelings of love and affection that we develop for those who
take care of us in the initial stages of our lives constitute the first steps in the cultivation of these
feelings. They can be understood in the Mengzian sense as primordial inborn sprouts ( duan ¥ij) that
need to be cultivated and extended in order to become genuine affective abilities ( Mengzi 2006—2023 ;
2A6). Affection and care for others are therefore emotions that are entirely natural, but they need to
be nurtured in the person, for otherwise they are likely to fail to develop and bloom as real abilities. As
Xunzi points out metaphorically in the beginning of the work bearing his name, the colour blue is made
from the indigo plant, but it is bluer than indigo; ice is made from water, but it is colder than water
( Xunzi 2006-2023, 1.1). Our natural sources must be worked on and improved, which can only take
place during the social process of emulating those who already have done so. Ren {1 is indicative of
this process as it signifies, as Herbert Fingarette (1983, 217) poignantly remarked, that “unless there
are at least two human beings, there can be no human being. ”

This aspect is further empasized in the Xiaojing, the Classic of Filial Piety—or Classic of Family

Reverence as its English title has been rendered more recently. The act of showing respect and care for

elders in one’s own family breeds and nurtures the sentiment of having respect as well as the ability to
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care for all elders ( Yao 2017, 13): “It is because [ exemplary persons, junzi 7+ | serve their elder
brothers with deference that this same amiable feeling can be extended to all elders. ” 3% b {5 | i ]

BT K, (Xiaojing 2006-2023, 14) Furthermore, exemplary persons’ “teaching of xiao is their way
to show respect for every father under heaven; their teaching of fraternal deference (#i ) is their way
to show respect for every elder brother under heaven. ” ZLIZ% | T IMIR T 2 I ANCE WL, BT,
FrECR 2 M A B, (Xiaojing 2006-2023, 13). Thus, again, the initial model on which we
base ourselves in activating such an emotional mode is our attitude to and treatment of our parents or
next of kin.

Traveling through life is and should be regarded as a constant learning process, and perhaps more
importantly a learning process of social abilities. If we fail to show the proper care and deference to our
own parents, we simultaneously miss the opportunity to develop such abilities vis-t-vis other (older)
persons. In other words, to refer to the concentric model provided in the Great Learning ( Daxue KX
%), we fail to cultivate the ability to expand “our selves” beyond our immediate and narrow self-
interests. This constitutes the main difference between, on the one hand, “exemplary persons” (junzi
HF), who have cultivated themselves—or expanded their selves—so that they are capable of
empathizing with other persons, and on the other, “petty persons” (xiaoren /NN, who are stuck on
a level at which they fail to understand that the world does not revolve around them: “Exemplary
persons are clear about what is appropriate to do, petty persons are clear about their personal
advantage. ” B FMy T X, /N AW FH], (Analects 2006-2023, 4. 16) In modern parlance, petty
persons could be described as psychopaths in the sense that they are unable to empathize with other
people. Early Confucians see such mental and emotional disability as being largely a consequence of
failed socialization, a frustrated process of humanization(ren) .

One may argue against this exposition that it does not assign a clear role to the oldest generations
in the community, because the main responsibility seems to be with parents, who would seldom be old.
But this would be to fail to take into consideration the continuity between generations that the Confucian
intergenerational model entails. For not only is there an operating chain between the generations, such
that the oldest are emulated by the cohort below, who in turn are emulated by the younger, but the
oldest also serve as models for the youngest—they constitute the living link to the tradition to which we
belong and which we are supposed to move forward. This becomes clearer when considering the ideal

learning pattern in the Confucian philosophy of education.

2. Learning is Learning from Previous Generations

The Confucian philosophy of education emphasizes that we should defer to and learn from those
who are older or, to be more exact, those who are more experienced than us. While it is important to
mould this learning attitude in those who are younger, it is still an approach that should follow us
through life, prompting us to maintain an open mind that enables us to absorb new understanding from

people who are more knowledgeable or experienced than we are in certain areas, irrelevant of our age.
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Learning is therefore a process taking place in all facets of life, far from being restricted to formal
institutions of education, although these certainly constitute an important part of the overall scheme.
This also entails that learning takes place here and now; we learn—or should learn—from any
mundane activity, any interaction with other people. “Whenever in a company of three,” Confucius
said, “I have teachers present. ” = AAT, b A FITE . (Analects 2006-2023, 7.22)

A crucial tool in Confucian cultivation is the notion of i flL., often translated “ritual” or
“propriety. ” Li originally designated sacred rituals of a religious nature, but later came to refer to an
extensive range of social or communal behavior trained and structured according to established tradition
or convention. Li can therefore refer to the simplest of “rituals” such as social greetings, as well as to
the most elaborate ceremonies, such as weddings or coronations. Its original sacredness gradually came
to be attached to tradition itself and more immediately to the society within which it operates. The main
function of /i is to make social interactions efficacious and ease awkwardness ( Fingarette 1972, 8-9).

Li function as educational tools, not unlike the forms used in the practice of martial arts to cultivate a

keen sense for one’s physical surroundings. They are largely physical actions and gestures, which

embody in this sense the cultural tradition and its values. Their repetition and eventual mastery as

interactive and social habits serve to train a parallel sense for one’s social environment, make one
aware of its norms, how to adopt and adapt to them but later also how to change them—critique them,
so to speak, through their modification.

Where and how do we acquire knowledge of the li-customs? Above all in interaction with our
elders. As already remarked, they come as close as possible to embodying the “living tradition” in our
surroundings. Confucius said that “Learning without reflection results in confusion, reflection without
learning results in peril. ” 2200 A BN T ¥4 . (Analects 2006 —2023, 2. 15) An
important aspect of what it means to learn is the appropriation and transmission of the cultural tradition ,
which is the dominant meaning of xue %% in this passage. Considering only the second part of this
claim, it entails that mere reflecting ( here the functional equivalent of reasoning) without regard for
the cultural tradition will have as a consequence that one fails to grasp the appropriate ways of dealing
with situations and will therefore endanger oneself and/or others. Such dangerment consists in
uncertainty or doubt, the inability to establish anything at all (Zhang 1997, 12). It could thus be

understood as losing one’s foothold in reality, a reality that can only be adequately apprehended

through the categories shared by one’s culture. Tt is a form of alienation lost in skepticism, a loss of
meaning, a Durkheimian form of anomie.

The reliance on tradition and the emphasis on continuity produce a special sense of what it means
to be creative. While creativity is often held to decline with advanced age (Ehni 2014, 175) this is
because in modernity creativity has come to be confounded with originality—with whatever is new. In
Confucianism, creativity rather means resignification, a continuous reapplication of the tradition to
which we constantly need to refer for gaining a sense of meaning. Thus, as it says in the Analects,

“those can be called real teachers who create new wisdom by appreciating the ancient. ” Y& KB,
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] A A Ul 22, True creativity is based on established practice, a meaningful tradition that is
continuously being revised and enriched. It therefore requires people with experience, knowledge and
acquired skills. A kind of “creativity” not based on practice, valuation or understanding accessible to
the minds of people will be a meaningless gesture, bound to fade into oblivion as soon as it appears. A
sense of continuity from the past to the future requires the older generation.

However, there are also expectations and responsibilities associated with the aging process. While
we cannot stop time and are bound to travel in it, we must also travel along with time, align ourselves
with it as it proceeds. The time that makes us older is also the time we should use to improve
ourselves. The young are venerated for their potentialities, for what they can become, but just getting
older is not a sufficient condition for deserving others’ respect. This aspect of xiao is extremely
important.

As it says in the Analects (2006-2023, 9.23) .

The younger generation should be respected. How can we know that the future will not match
up to the present? But if a man reaches forty or fifty and nothing has been heard from him, he is

no longer worthy of respect.

BATR, BekHZ Rebhd? o+ A+ mARE HFRRLRLLD,

Similarly, Confucius criticizes the indolent Yuan Rang for having failed to make use of his life .

“A youth who doesn’t respect his elders will achieve nothing when he grows up, and when old, refuses
to die, this is a parasite. 7 ZMAINE , KM IR, B AIE, & N (Analects 20062023,
14.43) Here Confucius is of course blaming Yuan Rang in particular—just as Confucius tends not to
generalize but to make concrete remarks aimed at certain persons of circumstances. It is significant that
Book 14 in the Analects focuses in particular on the junzi ¥, the Confucian exemplary person, and

Yuan Rang is clearly a negative example of the junzi.

3. How to Understand the “Obligation” to Respect Elders

The Confucian claim that the family is the source of a healthy development of positive emotions
signifies that it begins in the relational interaction with one’s earliest caretakers. Thus, the family is the
root, and as such plays a vital role as a starting point, but it should certainly not end there. These
emotions must expand and embrace people outside of one’s immediate circle of loved ones. This is the
core of the teaching found in the Great Learning ( Daxue) K 2. Mengzi expresses this development
succinctly ; “Affection for one’s next one’s is ren {7 ; loving respect for older people is yi X.” ¥,
-4 UK, X, (Mengzi 2006-2023, 7A). The second part of his sentence is often understood in
such a way that one has the “obligation” or “duty” to respect older people. However, while yi 3 may
in certain contexts have such a connotation, we should avoid interpreting such obligation as an external
command that one is expected to obey against one’s wishes ( Xiaojing 2006—2023, ch. 15). Instead,

we should see both claims that Mengzi makes as interdependent. The affection of children to their
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parents (or caretakers) is the root. If this root matures in a healthy manner, the ability to show older

13

people loving respect is bound to grow. Thus, given a successful childhood, the “appropriate” or

“fitting” consequence is that one will respect the older generation, which in a certain sense can be

seen as an expansion of one’s respect and love for one’s own parents.
Again, the dimension of learning or cultivation is always present. We are developing our moral
abilities and feelings throughout life. Taking care of the aged, such as our own parents, is just as much

a part of the cultivation process as any other interpersonal activity. As it says in the Xiaojing :

Affection grows at parents’ knees, and as parents are being taken care of, the feeling of
veneration increases every day. The sages proceeded from the feeling of veneration to teach

reverence, and from that affection they proceeded to teach love.

MEAZBRT AARRFER T, FARSAHK, BFEAHKE, (Xiaojing 2006-2023, 9)

It is therefore not sufficient to simply provide the aged with physical needs, no matter how luxurious
they might be; one must treat them with affection and love. As Confucius instructs his disciple Ziyou
“Nowadays those are considered reverent to their parents who are able to feed them. But even dogs and
horses are being fed. Without respect, what is the difference?” 42 % & JEIHEESR ., ET R, ¥
BEA F%; AL, T LLA] 2 (Analects 2006 -2023, 2. 7). Roger Ames has pointed out that “for

Confucius, merely ‘ going through the motions’ of meeting filial responsibilities, while perhaps

necessary for social harmony, will nevertheless not conduce to one’s development as an exemplary

person. ” (Ames 2011, 26) The Xiaojing further says:

Filial children show their parents real respect when serving them every day; they provide
them with joy while caring for their needs; they show real worry if the parents fall ill; they express
sorrow when mourning for them; and they are reverent when sacrificing to them.

FFZFF A, BN BB, RN SO R R B, U B R R B R
(Xiaogjing 2002-2023, ch. 10)

What is emphasized in these passages is that older people ought to be treated with affection. Obviously,
affection cannot be commanded—it must proceed from the parental care that people enjoyed as

children. This reciprocity is often misconstrued by analytical (and most often Western) thinkers as an

obligation or debt that children must pay their parents. It is then argued that “requiring children’s
responsibility ignores a basic asymmetry between parental and filial obligations. ” ( Fan 2010, 97)

Wang Qingjie has challenged this argument by objecting that it fails to consider the social and

communal nature of human life. Adult children’s filial responsibility to care for and respect their aged
parents, he says, is an entirely different kind of moral duty than one based on being a free, rational,
and autonomous moral agent who gives her or his informed consent. The Confucian filial duty, he
continues, is “existential, communal, and historical. ” ( Wang 2002, 236) It rests precisely on the
Jeelings that are nurtured, cultivated, and developed in the ongoing course of the relationship between

children and parents since the beginning. But it is also constituted by a reciprocal relationship. As
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Rosemont and Ames (2009, 50) have pointed out, “Overwhelmingly the beneficiary of one’s parents
when young, we become their benefactors when they are aged and infirm.” Caring for the old is
therefore in a sense a fulfilment of a reciprocal duty, since those who are now old have previously been
our caretakers.

A certain asymmetry between these roles is nevertheless in place—an asymmetry, however, that
sheds a further light on the filial duty. Because the two roles are not identical. While parents are
assisting their children to grow and cultivate themselves into respectable human beings, this is
obviously not the case when adult children care for the aged parents. As Philip J. Ivanhoe has pointed
out, persuasively in my opinion; “At best one is doing something very different; helping them to face
and pass through the dissolution of self that is an inevitable part of the human condition. ” ( Ivanhoe
2004, 193). What follows from this is that the common expression of filiality as “paying back” to one
's parents is inappropriate, because it is ultimately not possible to repay parents for what they have
done for their progenies. “The only appropriate response is to keep in mind the nature of their love
and, in the warmth of this light, to cultivate a reciprocal feeling for them.” (Ivanhoe 2004, 193)
Again, the “obligation” revolves around reciprocating the feelings and emotions that the parents
cultivated in the children during their upbringing.

What remains to be discussed, then, is how to deal with parents who failed to nourish such
positive sentiments. This is a tricky question. Obviously, in some and perhaps most cases, it is bound
to have a lasting and damaging impact on the individuals when the grow up to become adults. They
might even be incapable of showing love and affection, which accords with the basic Confucian,
especially Mengzian, position that while such emotions have a natural source, they still require social

cultivation. Failure of such cultivation would be in line with Ruiping Fan’s observation that for

“Confucians, if one does not have a sense of moral reciprocity for one’s parents, one is not only
morally mistaken, but is also morally degraded. ” (Fan 2010, 97) A dysfunctional relationship of this
kind is probably best described as a human tragedy.

However, not all those who are neglected or even mistreated by their family turn out to be morally
degraded. Mengzi could be making precisely that point with his striking example of the legendary sage
ruler Shun, whose family treated him exceptionally badly while he still remained loyal to them ( Mengzi
2006-2023, 5A.2). It further squares with Mengzi's insistence that anyone can become a Yao or Shun
(6B.2) and that “the sage and I are of the same kind” (6A.7). It is chiefly a matter of preserving
one’s originally kind heart-mind without letting circumstances, no matter how dire, corrupt it (6A.8).
There are certainly people who have such moral and emotional strength.

What obligation do such children have to those who have failed in their parental roles? This is not
easy to answer. Mengzi's example of Shun appears to be presented as an extreme case of filial piety. It
can hardly be considered realistic for normal people to emulate Shun, whose family members went so
far as to attempt to murder him on more than one occasion, should they find themselves in a

comparable situation. The tradition that evolved in China out of the early Confucian writings has tended
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to insist on the absolute and unconditional loyality to parents, but there is no need to understand
Mengzi as making such demand. Rather, Ivanhoe (2004, 198) offers a much more reasonable

interpretation ;

Parents who are consistently and uniformly bad do not perform the kinds of acts that are the
true basis of filial piety and so their children are under no obligation to show them this special
form of gratitude, reverence, and care. However, even the children of bad parents—and Shun’s
parents seem clearly to qualify as bad parents—may still elect to cultivate and show their parents

at least some degree of filial piety.

Xiao is not just a moral duty to be fulfilled for its own sake as a virtue. It is a cultivating practice that

contributes to the formation of one’s character and identity. As we have seen, Mengzi takes yi X as
designating loving respect toward parents, which can be seen as an “appropriate” response in the
“contextual and communal environments out of which an individual person reacher her identity,

realization, and accomplishment. ” ( Wang 2002, 248) Wang then continues;

Confucians think that fulfilling one’s obligations, such as being a lovely parent and taking

good care of one’s young children, and/or being a filial son/daughter by taking respectful care of
his/her parents when the parents are old, is simply part of the way of self-realization and of self-

accomplishment. Failure to do so will be called “bu yi” [ A3L] (Wang 2002, 248-249)

Thus, taking care of aged parents could also be seen as a continuity of the lifetime and never-ending
task of personal cultivation. For as we grow older, we should also realize that just being advanced in
years does not automatically or necessarily mean being wiser or more knowledgeable. The older person

no less than the younger needs to maintain a comparable attitude of learning and growing.

4. Concluding Remarks

In the early Confucian tradition, aging is clearly understood as a process that takes place with all
of us, irrelevant of our actual age, and we are, or should be, continuously preparing for each later
stage of life and the roles and responsibilities that accompany it as time goes by. There seems to be a
full awareness of the temporal continuity in which we are all necessarily embedded, which is also an
awareness and anticipation of the roles and responsibilities that we are bound to assume as we reach
certain stages in life. A Confucian, even a young one, ought to be cognizant of the fact that his or her
obligations in life change with advancing age, making him or her prepared for the differing challenges
met in life, depending on one’s age and stage in life. Aging comes through as a continuous and
inevitable process applicable to all—mnot just the older part of society.

Classical Chinese philosophy, whether Confucian or other schools of thought, takes into
consideration the incessant flow of time with all the inevitable changes taking place in one’s

surroundings and relational configurations. Time is therefore conceptualized as an inescapable aspect or
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penetration of space and things, which should make one vigilant of the continuous novelty in each
situation. Consequently, aging is conceived as a general accumulation of experience as one goes
through all the different configurations of life. It rather signifies growth than decline, though,
certainly, it is readily acknowledged that also physical deterioration comes with advanced age.

The ancient Confucian veneration of youth rests upon its status as a generation of the future. It
must be carefully nurtured, motivated, and instructed in order to be able to mature and develop
successfully. Hence, youth is not venerated for its current qualities, but for the sort of qualities it is
potentially capable of having later in life. The aspiration of the younger generation is rather to
approach, reach or at best exceed the older one. However, this is not likely to happen before the
younger actually become the older.

Therefore , early Confucianism is unlikely to promote and stimulate an anti-aging culture, which is
so prevalent in our contemporary societies. As a matter of fact, the contrary is really the case, that it
may encourage an anti-youth culture. This can certainly be—and in history without doubt has been—a
problematic feature of Confucianism as an ideology. However, if managed and configured correctly,
such a culture could be a stimulant for the young to cultivate themselves in such a manner to emulate
older exemplary persons.

Finally, the Confucian philosophy provides a convincing and thoughtful framework for the
obligation of younger generations to look after the older ones. Such framework does not place the
responsibility merely on the younger, but emphasizes that mutual affection between generations rests
largely on the performance of older people when looking after the younger ones during their childhood.
In this respect, moreover, the relations between cohorts are presented as a continuum in which each
necessarily depends on the other. Should it be possible to create an awareness of such mutual roles and
responsibilities between generations, it would significantly reduce the perception of demographic

1

changes in society as largely a technical “problem.’
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ARFMETARSFHARBT TRMEETETZNNL, 7 — T EARETFETFRL AR
RERAMMEARETEAERANER AR L, ATFEFTETFALEARBNEAL L —Hz
BHRBKEABRNARWAE APWHIARA T X %R LA ST UATATFHARKRE
HRGREH - FNRRERT

KR 2EAR®; ®FE;, BE;, FEYFE;, hREF

TEREIIT: WINAR 2 BB (LIl 200433)

MG 3 1 AR 4 2% & BLY) (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy ) W' 3& A 87 (virtue
epistemology ) 1) 5% T (AR SCIC 2, FETEINTRIBAE S — i 24 i A I8 2% U0 B I OB
T2, ANFET RAEAR LA 2 T e BN 2 9 A0 45 4 DA 00 B A DA TR 2 1, SE TN THIR 0
W, —E AR RIS 38 06 200 225 BEVE M ( normativity ), 7T DL BB b 45 f AATIAT A FERO (S &
(behef) A FEREBEFR R A (knowledge ) o He =) IEANSEFEAR 32 (virtue ethics ) AT F IR

TEPEL T 5T SR KA T A 2 5 TR Y e 2R, SR TEIA TR Ay DA R R 1 Jo i R G 7 £ A
AN PR R RO A BRI R BT, N 25— T B A% R A N R A BB AR B, D)
— D7 AR S AR ) —LE s | B O A5 AT DU B TP A% (epistemic character)
AN 75 (epistemic virtues ) , @

5 [ B M KT R B T - K 5% (Ermest Sosa ) — B 2 A 2 6 AR IB 19 29 3
5, 0 H AR RSN SRR 20 (] R4y 1k ME— i) X v 397 2% op i G AR = A
VI D R B I R T R R, TE T 2015 4F k30 S0 (L TR 4137 ( Confucius on

@ Turri, John, Mark Alfano, and John Greco, “Virtue Epistemology,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Winter
2021 Edition. https://plato. stanford. edu/archives/win2021/entries/ epistemology-virtue/.
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N8 ) ( Ernest Sosa Encountering Chinese Philosophy: A Cross-Culiural Approach to Virtue
Epistemology ) — 45 (LU N FFRAS ) [ QU BAEAR B IR T s, A 450 £ 2 B 19 258 1 4
KA LAY B T rp BT 22 BB T DAL 0 25 58 32 A g AL v [ 2 P 2 A Y
FANPIE BAEIFR S P8 07 3 A7E SE AR Jr @ 1 T BE (56 1—2 00)

— RKPERMEAIE R O

R R 00 | N N I S 1 1975 17 g - i V0 £ Y 40V Bl o 1 L VA 70" 2
S R TR N P B AR PG BT AT A TR ) v 2 SR
DAASIR] A [ R U0 A R %o R 5% Y SEAEIA TSR A 0 25 52 T 5+ = 35 D2 R A A4 %
XL R S HEPEA IR, TS T TTIe AR S8 R B 0 L AR R I, BT LR T kAo AL
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(R P 57 7 2B AR RE 6 ST AR 1 (R A PR L T 5 b — i SE AR (0] & 3 U6
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HAEREE S " @R AR R SEEINNIS R TE# (R A ChRIAX — ), BN 7ERBE
B INHVE R A BB B R IR B I S M DA R DR T PR 3 2 — | T 25 ol S B 2 R A S PR A
NS M B e AR AR AR A R P A RERE B BV E T (26 2 1T

5 A S R R R A A AAAT AT “SSS” AR, < AAA” I HER T (accuracy ) | A
(adroitness ) FIHA 2414k (aptness ) 3 SCHE F R A, A8 R T R BE SE AL g i AR iy = 22
% RELLS A O =8 B S AR AT R AR R A TR — & S TR R
UEHE TS , TR 17 BEAE L YRI5 Ik 1 S ARl v P B0 BR Se E H R  d vb T B SE H AR, 2R
Jr AR < AR B R PPA JR U T J2 A FE AR T L AR K- J i e L Se b T R E

Sosa, Ernest, Confucius on Knowledge, Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, 14 (2015) . 325-30.

Yong, Huang ed. , Ernest Sosa Encountering Chinese Philosophy:. A Cross-Cultural Approach to Virtue Epistemology ,
London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2022. F 3 B K 4549 5] XA Lk iE A,

AT 8 ik TARR A & 7 a9 A8 R AR Sh L 2R AH T 3 B A A 89 Fi oF 2T X AR 0y 547 e B
%OLE 28T,

Sosa, Ernest, Epistemology, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017, p. 140.
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TERBEREEE T SRR A R 18 3R AZE S W BT RE AR5 A RN A B, S 1 Fn sSSP 1R
Ao NJERY AT, FR I 2 IR R = 23R (HUR 5 S WP IR AU B8 A A R A =
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Sosa, Ernest, A Virtue Epistemology: Apt Belief and Reflective Knowledge, Volume 1, Oxford: Oxford University
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AR 2EARBE PEYT FZ B NE R R LA E

BeAFE R T R T, RAER L AU TR B EH B S 2 5 RARRIE L, U T
PLR B AR B PE 7 RIS R DN SRR A RN 1 A B8R B TR, BT DL 200 1 NS 55
TERR BT G 7 v B RS 3] A0 ke e VR T (58 3235 00)

55 =B HINEH J7 5E 2R ( Chris Fraser) W[RIAEZERE 1 37 b Hj 1 AT TR R H LR B 1 AH DG
G, Ty O R H) R RO R e R R R R 32 R A DR 2SRRI Ak 1) SR ER XA
HIRE S s, O HoA i s 7 T R B2 78 fh 1)« SSS ™ A & b 3k () VAR, “ IAHTRE ) B 4 i 2 —
e FAA B SN E RETEA RN R G AT SRR (26 45 00) . (B 5 M, 5 se it &
), FENHRE R 04 AR 2 A BB BT AN (] b ] R R B Z RIS AAAEE A/ 55
I, —J7 T, A TR XN RE BRI, S R0 R S R SR ] SN A
FEU R 220000 o IR R FEA AL, INHIRE J1 I A4 F2 44K ¢ ik 32 sl 35 52V A 0B RE Y
O] DL R s/ WRE ), (FEM SR b ), AR R T A O /Y SR A T g
(e < 28 TR ) FNRPE Y AR RCEAER X A3RE T o PR S BCsmIA I RE 1 i AR R S SR
B AR SR HIRA S SRS S 1Y 5 AR MO RT &k i — 2D I Z0 BEE W] (56 46 1) . T3 —
T3 T, H O B B SR A A0 B Ak AR IR R A R SE A, X AR IE YR D AETT SRR
eatIe  THAE I SCRAEAPUE PIE AR R RS RN T, 7 B U] T A SR R B
A A% X 53 T AT 32 SCRIAT A 2 SO 2 2 A0 s ) g DA Rt A 2 R B4 I 3 P A IR
TR IR AR E B LB 55 (55 48—49 T1)

TEEDUFZAE TR IR - RE (Gregor Paul ) 7E5 P4 B vh ik — PR B 5 A PUBHET TR E*
XF AT 32 SCRIAT &8 3 AR Y IX A3 ARZI Ry, TEAT: 35 SCRI] &g 32 LZ MR ATAAE R B iR 1Y
TRF{E S B 190G 38 5 ARBC, AR FRATTAR by — b Lo B 9 AT & 32 S (3648 IR T Ry 5
AIARIE , FRATTRRF 20K 53 A8 3 3OS oA SGIA N S FE A BRI A A AT 88 32 30, AT = A ALt 45
Ak, HORP T, B AR A« T4 32 A AT HE 3 SGIARIE™ (responsibilist reliabilism ) 1
ME L 5E T XSG I 50 UE ] T 534 3 SOFI AT 6 32 SOAS Sl st 2 7 v A b ke 25 EL A 1
RIS (25 60—61 10) , M H Z, REVKH TR IA IR A A 2 —Fh - A Y S AR
( comprehensive virtue epistemology ) ; TEILHY JECEAS B 3R T IARN b AN | SCA T A i JoT b A
SR AF A REIE s % ml SE RO AR (57 54—55 58—61 5i) ,@

LIS APt AL NE T ESCE TN NN oM (oA rap R R e 4 BRSY v L W i o S g
F2 SR EE FE CE Z BB fS B, — S B A DA A — R DA 32 SO AT A S
B ILRHEBRAE T RNEIEEIZAb- - FA SR AL O 8 TCHRC (detachment ) 5 TG 1638 I 52T &
SCFIRTSE 3 SCAY —IoHERE, PR & — A BLAT 9EAE 3 SCRIA] 5 32 SOBUERRRAE Y © R] 5E 32 SCMEA
A (reliabilist trait-virtue) ” (45 73 50) , ARYEHFEAOUL A A FE RS TE N B LT T A KSfeth 2L
SEUR AN L IE W R E AR R —Fh T LR BT WA T (A5) A A B B B (cognitive
transparency ) , Il “ JCHR" VE Sk AT LAHS Bl A1 2 AR B% R« TEHH ™ (ignorance ) F1“ #4445 " (attachment )

O W, AFHCEEMAH, NELEAAREL, LHEARA A EAL . ZERL AL, BERFTIZH A
A Z A R BT A AN AL B AL, R B ML AL — kB B TR S A
W) AL B, AL E RS ERE mRAFEERT L ZRLIKREL, ML TFZARE, T2 KES,
T R EHR LI SHREREL” ((HF - B#)) . (IF),7 F FiiFx, w445 ,2015 F,

Q@ MNTHERE—E BZFHADEIT, FEIREL A RLREL((HF - RE)) PHR"“ L 5iki2M
KE,AADTFAEXEZHY T EIABE TR T R LR LEB(RRAS) &M, LE 61 R,
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B bR 4R 5 (P X0

(8 At P 2 AT o A 2 LR ) 8 RS ) 26 A (5 75—78 W) o W B SCRInad , 9% £
JIr i 14 B DA BB AR AR B R AT i B AR D BE , B AR AR o P 2 DA B B0
T8 2 4 BRI AR G 11 SR LIS 122 — b T 5 2 SCTAE DA 32 SCAh 78, BT — i Sz el 0B fiE
4 A R A P T AR 2R B DA AR 1) i 1 (LR S e oo 20 B Ol 5 3% ) R A AR S SO 1 1
“ T AR AR SR — P b A Bl i B R A REARAT | S e T AR DA AR 1) i 1 (25 78—83 1),
XALBLUESE T 2 AR B A 25 AR BRI 5 I, ¢ JoA S — Ff ] 5 3 SR EAE O —
AT SN AR AR T JC 5 I HUVE REAY 48, < O SCIR] Ah 2 — i 52 4 32 SCRD 78 (57 83—84
b .

i AESRNE A LR 0 LA RIS S E B BRI e BT T — 3 WA ik
R BOXHE BT, BOMAE B R BEAC AAAT LS TR T EHUIRE AT N AR . BRI R
DA AAAT BEE 4R B BRI (I (578 19 = 2R ISR A £ B AYIE 1808 B2 Ay il
MBI T R =R, X E MR, — D E T R MR B 2 A B — MR A R
AL AT A 15 AR 5 BAACH T O E A RE Y IS A C R R 2R S i HACE
A HERB PR IR TAT 8 B RETT , RIDRIETA7 0 E Y 58 A C RABEESLRRRE )" (45 91 1) W2
J& B SR R AR B BB AT G — 7 B B TR R 145 S A IR DG B it R A
R P ITH A BRI  TE 0 T B TR A R A R TR LA 14 1 P AT S LA el
WG TE TR A SRR M AYET, < AAA” B 58 2 i) IR VR 2 R R R A SUR B M7
1713 2% 760155 DRI 5 04 i 8, AN 98 J2 B e SE AR AR 1 B2 AT 32 SCARD 8 J2: S BRI RE 2 1K
R JEE B T 5E 32 SO R, A0 0T RLBOR VR 51 = A “ Bt (35 99—100 51) , 5 LR 2a
— A, A A AR R B T AE T SOMAT5E 2 PR ALK X 43, 7R BRI R JF A2
A B BT 32 SCOR i PEAT S RE X DA RS 2 Al B A HT, o AN 2 BT A G AT e 32 SCH BE Al P AT 2 3R
FHRR A BEA M o X T AT AR S S 2 AR R A P i A A RE B A (B XA TR, B AT
N 12 R B — 1 B 32 S (contextualist) 25 B HARAE BB 387 (55 101—103 51)

= VEBERAEN I A A IR

TEFEII S T A CTHE 32 SCRIT A 3 2 ] 56 R A ) S AS 4350 L 35 2= 80 R gk 2 A
T2 0 R B 5 58 T R BEAE LSS TEA IR Rk R e s A ), eSS LR h ORI AT
( Winnie Sung) FH#] ¥ B AH SIS 345 T R B XTUE 7 H1H (testimonial knowledge ) I F ¥, KA
B deds i, REE— I A, IE AR EL A N B IE SR AS 59 AR R A R
(instrumental knowledge) , B BL( IREIEH #Y) GPS sl 257 Be & h LI RY (5 8., 7EAR I
ERRARIEAY . B S — 7T, R R IR SRR S R E R ST DL A s B O (1%
AR A Mk ) SR AR 7 R, R EEAEIE S R IR AT ) R BRI T — Rl A Tk R T
(reductionism ) A5 3 L (non-reductionism ) Z [B] A 5737 , BEIA R IE 5 F AT DAL 5k % £
R SCAAIE S RO G ] DLRUHREA 9 07 S BUERA |, B LA RE Bl 56 4 JsUis o

D HHIAAZALEIMAG WOH (“RELBCLR HEABELY fo b BRI AELER
Hdp” ) PR = A 654, LE 91 |,
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AR 2EARBE P EYT B NE R R G E

HIR (55 107—108 1) , FEICEEAT b RGE 0 A (AT 7 - SRR b BOAH SCSCARTE B 1 R %3 Fil
BT IE LA R AT, YA E AN E BE RO R R A — 2505 B AR O
R O AT RE (1) eI 5505 BN E MR C TR FWIIE S (testimony ) , SR J5 PR 45
UEF ML EA S B BT M PR X 255 B E O AR (2) A BRI 45 B C TR 5
PIRIE S H AR (R STy Bt I7E RS RRE E X S fE BB TRk A — B AT SR 1)
TR T B KX A S E U AR . B8 —Fh Oy g 1] 1 AR S HE Ry g e T
TR 2 S TGS R BRI RN 532 , O B 240 T LASRARIE 5 AR, 2838 3 0 TE & AR a2
B2 T, 2 R e SO BERA JR R I A R (5 108—115 TT)

e A\ SRR T B A T T AR (knowledge of Dao) FIHE & BB TR B2 54
PRI BRI X 43, SRER T AR, BB s P AR —FhSME 3 LR (externalist ) %1
P, R A R MR BRSSPk 58 4ok B T IA I E B8 4 B8 1 1T AN 7 2245 A0 AR AT ATk ]
FHIZ , ZR15% ) S SEVE R 02 < ] LA 58 40 TiE B A 2 1 sh i i, LA Y 1 5 2245 31A
M FEARABE—AEUERA | B A2 — P PN 32 Y Cinternalist) IR (5 123 1), 0, REREHE H,
HF AT AR BEAS 2 S P R A 2 S B R, I 22, SR T RS IE R R W R . (1)
A HIRC S8 A A N AR BB SRR L AR R R AE AT R — T BT AR, BRI
FEF SRR (5 129 1) 5 (2) BRARIE B RNRIE N AE 32 SCR AR B2 38 B AUk AN ] g & SR
F SRS RIR (5 131 50) 5 (3) SUEE IR Sh A RN R B —F B LR SR8 i AR 2 3)
PP I8 B B R S 7R 3 SRR R AT RE R ROUE R (56 131 1), fEREE Ak,
R B 1 95 AT IS AR L AE R A 7 13 A R BRI R A s SR B i, 1
SRS — B0 3 4 P R AN — < 0T DL = (A0S Y HAR {5 o B AR 6 S S 1A
7B 131—132 1),

FES LT ARSEEEROR TR A0 1IE 44 B o] 8 4% 2235 Hb Ak e IRIBE T 36 R 5% A2 N 1)
EZINIE2E B BB B R 8 ( Gettier Problem ) . %S & 8, 575 7 0 ¥ 2445 48 T AR
WAL A RS &2 B 56 227 (inter-belief relations ) T AN JE T 3 B0 &1 BAR N B AR, R K
1EA4 BE A2 5 A IS AR DG T 1 2 I — 15 & Y 1R AR IA) 22 8] /Y 5C 28, HLIXRh G JR b A
BLARPEIE I FH ORI LIAE” (56 136 T1) , 5 2, 1 A6 1E 24 BEe v 42 i DA TRe OG TE
AR e —f58 N A (R FNIE IR Z []) B9 SE 2R 7 (intra-belief relations ) , PRI & —Fh G 145 &
BRI ZEB9IATRIE o RTINS BB R AU SRS EEIAN | 5 2K 0 1E 44 BRI AN 3 70 5 B R 0]
H B AN S TR R AR B TAE TR B A AR TR AR 7 5« A3 80 TAER A
LA THUET ) Z I O R e 2 NG &6 I —AME & (TR B, BRI~ 2515
BN TAEMN AR A T RCE T 7 ) I %5 G205 & 0 8 (< Tr B ) 2B 454 B I 18] B
RIS FR S (“ SAF BN TAERMT ) AR, R 3210002 A5 AR 9L A By 44 SR 18 1) 55 2 1l 4
TR THEA (56 139—143 1)

FES T I T A BOR rh I BCSE IR, 1 B 7 T A RO S BT DA G 2
(brains in a vat) BIS MR R B IREE 3= X (skepticism) o i 5 2, MEE £ P24 3T WHE FL &
BAFAE NSRBI B UL AR PR S B 22 100, Fh G2 00T A8 9 < BT b 22 g ™ B 4 0

© B RE R A SO R AR R R B R A AR R R RS IR 4 139—140 T,
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B bR 5 (P X0)

NS 0T A D& W 08 PR UR P A U2 3200 A R AL s A R S PR b ] RS2 9 iR i
T — A E IR, —DIXE SRt A TR AR S ok B — S e R i
RIS R 7= AE A, BRI X BRI 1) [l 7 s « D3 b 7 =B T A N BRSR T BB A “ {5 &
S BRI SE R E SR A TC R, (0 T I 3% BT M R 5 e R U Y B R o
PRSI fE S TE e 5 2 WA 5 58 4 550, B DL A SR AS BB A DA 8 S J A Q2% Ut 71
IR (EE 163 1) o MEREIAIA A 2% Y [R1 8 28 A A7 A6 AN TR, (1) “Bin b 2 7 Hese ot el
BT RIS, AN o S i 2 WO A SR 1) O 2 55 8 AR TR] 5 i 2 3 ot v DA% 3 7 R 1k
BRI, 5 & BT, (2) REHM IR B T8 A0 B AT DL B 5 ol 3] % 00 i
B ARHEN I A i A8 2 00 A 5 a0 £ BB 408 8 ot SRR B 7 A 98 L 3 e 3 e 9 £ 3ok 1) £ B
75 B AT DL B W T R A Sk T H (55 163—164 51) , ML T, B4R . < IR
SR B, 4 2 LIS AN S T 28 I 1 3 S 5 AR S ) — > LA P bR 28 . — R BlA AR
DAHTHY FARIRS (CC RIGA Y AR IGA £ R MGA AR 00 EEE RS ) 0 — R Bl oA 0 BT 8% g 1)
NFRECER 5 AR RRAS ), W8 2 U A T A 725 8] )7 302 R R X6 e 1 1
T, SRR 2t AU 0 A ARR A AR TR T I B AN N T — VAR TR
WA A AR (IRl — A B 55 —FoiRAS) i =5 ) TR e N R e Rl 2
W 171 1),

TESS T —F i PRI (Chad Hansen ) VERLE, R HPUE SO “ 18 1915 & 16 B9
TR A A AT LA A 5 3 A AR A LTS I R B AR T M & (5 177 1) L AR
M7, XA oty i i e B AL 58 K AR 2 A5 & B A AL (knowing-that ) f € (5 H
BT A R B R AR TR, BRICAE DL B 1 R0 R B U B 76 o ] 7 52 fE B3 (anti-
intellectualist) ¥ 24 FIRE DAL & T = A5 <A X 4r <38 5 <RI 09 i 6e
(knowing-of ) , BEFRIEFf ¢ 1 MIANIERA ¢ AE1E " 19 ) )1 Z A1 (knowing-to) , T i AN A i B 1E iE
[ RET1 ZH1” (knowing-how) ™ (5f5 187 TT) . BRI AR BRI, fb AR A TG UE W BB — Fh 47 27 15 4e Xt
PR B SN R B (R AR 36 0 R PSR SR AR G 2 (R AN TR AT LA 25 X7 S it AR 5 — T Y
VT2 A G FIAME A HE 48T 8025 [ 0 (9% SL , 4 i A 0L 7 /) B R B A5 B — 25 1 & i (56 193
) o
A R B ) 2 VR VR SRS T R N IR RE ) =2 LA Y £ = R R
T IFAEREHTHE T EHGT T E I 2o e I 2 e . I, 2 1 Z AN
X T R B A AR EAT JERE AR T DL R AT TSR A 1 BN A AR I A
[0 A TR T 2R B AT TR IS = AN TE A AR L Tl R, RS A A5 A 1] REE A S SF — 45T
PEVEN A1 00 T A AR B O P8 X2 A R, AR B 55 AR R g s F2 ok, B — S A3
MR A B SR RN RA T B R 25 e HA A X R AR, ER E RIS R fn) R an—4~ A
B N2 2% H O ACRHAEIAR K2 [ O HACRE  FRATTHETE AT L 3 A~ A B9 038 N 1% 25 % H
CLACHE BRI « TR TR 0 ACRE” SR HIRANG 9 76 F BHIAE R, A S Tk A — Ry . %
AN AT LA A 30 A7 RIS AR IR AT 3l 5 )e ez , AR T 3h 52 Br | 25 W] 7350 2y
PAF . DLEACEE ], E B2 5Kk, — D EIERIEE A &AM AU AR 7ER S FAE
“IRNIZ T TR AR IR 23 R HITE AT AEA TS S R B S ACEE, X R ST A 1Y
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AR 2EARBE PEYT FZ B NE R R G E

RN BB TIE RIS ) 2R, A, i T B ) Z R R i R — R S (RBOR B A ACRE)
SOR—FERER (“FREFRAACHE” ) | BT ASE s 3 ) Z PR “ (58K (besire) o 78 AR A& ) HE Al
b EWTE | REFUCE BRI AR ARSI A R AR R S A R 3 2 @

PO BEAY (A1

AP G — 5 (55 =8 s T RBEN L 2 52 i I S [y 8 48, A3 AR o
TATHNAS YOG T AT 3 ORI T AR S USRI Z A O R A ), 2R 5% A R R AT DA R SR 2
RULTF =8 (1) A 2 & 32 S A IR I AN T 2 2L [ X s 2 [ B il 46 3 Ui
WA, RBERIE NIRRT YRR I ARCE SRR A B RE AV RE T, (X IS R T B T AR
PR B R SR R SRk k0 R VR Y S A R AR (56 224 ) AHI, < RTERE
LIS A BRI B RERAEAE T B R 2 10, b SO st iRz T
A SRR IR 1T B B R A BRAS I 61 T 3 FH O v G0 TN 0 g Tk B sl g vk iR
e M (5 228 1) . (2) REFKIN 38 FITE @ GO0 B0 R Re 4 v B 53 AT 32 SCR F A TA 0 b
il AF 5k 2 AR AR PO DT s F AR R A R S (5 226 T1) , REFAEIX LB B X 43
TIPS TR AR B2 (intellectualist ethics ) 5 i AY 32 SRR (W FSCHE B9 PR 5E 3 3, e
B SR AS T2 PR e — B8 TR S B — R, R TR B 4 2[R AR
AR SRS A 0 IANPUR O FHRA SR AR MER R, 7RI X REPFARIAIA
S AEAE A B v 47 S OCHE A € (R AE SRR 58 2 T0 R “ AR i D s B IA
AT BT “ AEHA BRI L7 (3 229—230 1) . (3) R LS ST 4 2 8y« Tk i 35t
B, TR B T AR HNE BB AE < TCH BRAS T B S8 AN RE T, 9T LAAE ol A o 4
(8 ToHh AR FRARAF X FA S BE ) HE T ARAT L0 B (55 233—234 1) . XAE— &R
B T 2R B 0, B DA B R A i e o ol A 2 5 e AR ) 2 M R 38 T 45 P
At AR ARAT R A 2 v SRR B R B E PR

LG BT XA SCES =45 th R B Al R EHVE AN R IR« (— ) R BB BUR BT X HIE &
AR BB AR R A TR IR 3 SRR R 32 2 8] Rk — L T H MBI, KRS, Y
— BRI —AIEASRE T — 55 B, HllcE HAT T RAE” (gathering) (1977 A RERF UL 1F
BEFACIET AR, R OIS (1) %05 B AL ARE NS L 2 WL 925 (2) Helled A AN a2
AT [ B AN ATRE J1 A %05 BB G B0 (3) 5 BRIy (& BUEN ) 22z
IR R ST AR SRS B B UE AN FEACE —RE0G < & B AL s PR R e Ak
HAL 8 05 B HA Al B Bl R E R B 05 B R S sk (56 223—224 1), ()R
B AN R i i X S SR R PR Ak, FER R A, Tk BT S mT AR A4 24
HOARE WA A S AR 7 ) B SR A SR T s i, A sh A e N R R (R 42
TEB A 0A 240 ) 18 S ELAR & (5F 239 1) o (=) BRI W R 1E 44 B A B4 AT ] 2
BE (A HAZR R 2 B A2 FH G B A R 55 0 R R R Hh e T« — A3 55 i A A A L

O ABRXFFARHBREAFFRPHATHESHEFTHARLLE LF 1718 [,
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B bR 4R 5 (P 3 X0)

— AL SO EINE LT A BRI D B s REEUO, © — T SO B I AR R I 2 i
AREYETR R FLAE M (55 239 BT) o (DU BT XS MR BT 1 B0 < i v 22 fil LSO AT g
WS BOULEL, ZEBE0m I, AU T 3 A B 5 s R B b 2 i Al R R T S A R
HE . FEIERE B, G 227 i S A% W S 9 A (26 238 1) o (L) FERES T B B X 5l
T Z AL BAF RS THE IR, RN, B RS A C 2% 25 MO S E A/ ot 3 1
AR, 82 N S AR RELET7 A7 AR 4 D, (FLAR % [R) IS i 9, S A [ L A A AL A9 15 7
DT BIME AT IR B B9 ARR O Y B015 &) 17 s A AT SRR (5 236 11) .
R, BB PP I F BT R AR T 3B VR — PR A P T T 2R R A 1R AT s R SR, 7
ROE K, AT BYIE P58 S BOR T AR AYIE S0, BT USRS LAY 51 % 1478l HAtE
SRR AR SR D AT S 2 P ) A a2 AT Sl A (26 237 50)

FI I

AN BAEA B RIS G — T B, RS P E BB TR N XU T —
JRE XS [ (R 5, 7 B B 2R % B Ml i T R A e b S SE RIS A e i AR o R AT
AP LB A T A TR B T — 208 0 5 B R 2 SOR MR (26 18 1) . A H
(4t B FE A3 UE A 1 H PG 05 4 A A SRR IS A IR B vl RLGEAT A Bk R 3t DA Tt 7
RIF AL GEARMRAEM G SIS MR ST BLE T At AT 2R AE T AP AT
BN BICHRASCE  R E | (E A BT LURR B i SRR AR A B e RO 5 R e e A B Y

W
N

o

(K% . &

p3
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2!

I8 1 2 81 ] ¢ L e B

T A

Tk AR

W OE: wRA(FEFNAREAYER TEFEFNEMFERERZE AR GE F A, (ER
WEE —a R P EEE P ERRAY N UG RNBE ¥ A B TR E R M
M, AHEEEMRTHEGFNTEEN., FEX AR B2 FELEEREHRE AT & b
R, (FEANEE—ARTEEETHERNA)ER TRt ¥ A 42 F T AR N
B, R TN e BB BB E A T — S B T IAREFARN A
— AT H

KB FIERY; TAHEA,
FUAY; (FEFHIRER)

TEE B /v PMRAR, A2 Be B o L 32 3B (b st 100037)

JEEE

FWA; BAE;, (BEWEE—ARTEELETNE

TR B 27 B P ) O BEAE g [ P i P B AR g [ 08 ) (AR FRTAR
e CHAREEE) ") @ H R, X PTARE AR AR T B0 = 4Rk 25 f B BOrE S, A
AHE AN B2 AR A JE b o 4 S Atz T ELOS T v ) 0 SEVARL sb 2 B 5 o — 1 AN T
WAL, 2B T2 S8R A S RIS 5 R SRR R I PRSI B4 1] 1 A 2

— il B Ao 5 g s AR s

(2B AU ) F A% O B Tl R PR i R B Uiz« 7 AR R 2 0, 1~ 1%
Unfar e gy FRMTRLZ AT o i 2 iX — TP A5l & ml AR [ 2 BOf g, i sl vl
PIRE TR X — VT R H 2 T 7 TR IR 50 [ SO R R 9 R 7
R, ®

SRS AR F P 2 R R ) S SE R £ 50 £ 2 ) “ e " O RAL B HEIT 2 |
TR T B A X — Uk - BT ) A S iR B R SO T AL, L R
PG B ELIA ) HE 2 ) 12 B i 2 AL X ) LB R R . AR KA BE AL A Gt in & i g — R B

FAR  (IBF O RER) AWK, BIFE K HRAE 2022 5,

TAB (BERHEE—ERTEEEFHEFZILE), A W AR B R, 2023 4,

FAEBR . (BEFHAERERYE F 11T,

CHBIRMBRREZBE BF FE SRS FAEERNGGIRZG B REAEHLT G S HE R
EomACHERT, TAR (EFHERERY, F 113 R,

® o
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B bR 4R 5 (P X0

il BE B A AT ZE A Sk R A - - - - - T ) B2 P 165 2R A DU SR A5 At 23 B0 R LR B B 25 A
JE4% BRAR A 0 A (D0 I D kit el g o~

il BE A~ RO ST A5 4 1ok A RIIR A 2 2 FI D s AL 22 22 i 5 1 - i P A AL Geat e i il 2 Ak
FTE, T ZIRATNBOA 1 A5 2 M BOREE G H 4 JUHE T AR R R SR E A2
SERFNAL S PR BEARSS & 1Y RN 2327 RN A 23 5 (0 A2 1 5 2000 A o S8 ke i I s At 222 10 Uy
BHEAFIRATCH: i B2 R 22 B0 T AR S 2 0 B8l IFE AR = 7R BOA At 2 v b i B Fn 2
P by < 2R BRI R R B T rp SV Y e @

Mok B S AE (R 5T 0 07 %) — SCh 20 1 b BEUE AR s T 9 7 v . Alds =0 DO e
X< AR S BN TR B A, S5 — AR WL 52 (history of ideas) , M4 T4t | i3 & AR AR &
FIWFSE BRI AT, 85 —FhJE“ JMAR S (history of thought) , LA 7T AR ZE 1) JBAR DL 1 SE AR
HEOmER, =M BHECLE” (intellectual history) , BI“ #rat 257 | e v 8 B AR LS AE
SEPRAYAL 2y Py P A SO R B, B DU AR R BT SCAL S (new cultural history ) | 5 AR 52
(RS ] —23 [ AR B B i QIR LE an BB b2 S M B ) G R S MU SRR C R 5 . AT L
BAE A B A5 SR — R R R B R P HGTE TR SR, 2 2 —
ol R sl R SEVAR Sl Y BE B S RT L 43y < VARG 5 g R IR ®) e BRRR A R e
SRR B X 43 i AR 2 AR Y 0 S - Dy s g SR AR s S B 0 ) RE A o AR AL s st
FINENER,

FATAT LAF TR OC T B A i) S 5 2 A1 Bl 20 4D 80 90 ARARE YAt 23 s i 52 2%
ZEEMKR, Rt B A ORI ST EAR L BUBOE S AR X A AT Y
HABARIE, 1238 ] T BT A 2 B AY N30 3l X Re At 2 st INTEZ & A R AR s VAR SR i, 4L
B HUTERZET S BUh S SO AL R — MO ST R R TRAL T — A R )=
WGEE S & EREIER S AL SN IR G JF HABUE S0 5 HAb A B2 128 G4
SR I R U " O] BE AR 2 A T IX Y U AL I B T ARG 2R A
HPESHE SR —“ SMRE " MARINRE . XRS5 17 EAEENS
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The Top Ten Issues in the Emotional Turn of Contemporary Confucianism Huang Yushun

Abstract: Contemporary Confucian theory has formed a clear trend of emotional turn, especially
represented by the “School of Emotional Reason”. At present, there is an urgent need to reflect on the
exposed theoretical problems and promote the further development and deepening of the emotional turn
of contemporary Confucianism. The top ten issues include; First, the issue of emotion and Being
means how to clarify that emotion is a concept of “pre-being” and “pre-subjectivity”. Second, the
issue of emotion and mind means how to clarify that the mind of the subject is also given by emotions.
Third, the issue of emotion and reason means how to clarify that reason is not something beyond
emotions, but the “reason of emotion” of emotions themselves. Fourth, the issue of emotion and
knowledge means how to clarify that cognitive activities are essentially emotional activities. Fifth, the
issue of emotion and will means how to clarify that will is also a form of emotional succession. Sixth,
the issue of emotion and freedom means how to clarify that the issue of freedom is ultimately a matter of
“emotional freedom”. Seventh, the issue of emotion and morality or ethics means how to ensure that
the emotions of the pre-being and the value neutral can also lead to the construction of positive ethical
morality. Eighth, the issue of emotion and aesthetic appreciation means how to clarify that emotion and
beauty are not concepts that are juxtaposed with knowledge and truth or will and goodness, but rather
the origin of the latter. Ninth, the issue of emotion and transcendence means how to clarify that the
external Transcendent is also given by emotions. Tenth, the issue of emotion and interpretation means
how to clarify that all interpretive activities are “emotional interpretations”.

Keywords: contemporary Confucianism; the emotional turn of Confucianism; school of emotional

reason; theoretical reflection

Connotation and Basic Spirit of Southern Confucian Culture Zhang Hongmin

Abstract: Quzhou region of Zhejiang province, known as the sacred place of Southern Confucian
culture, is a significant birthplace of Confucian tradition in southeast China. Kong family both in
Southern China and Northern China can be traced back to the same root, genetically sharing the
Confucius’ family tree. Therefore, Southern Confucian culture makes up a very important component of
traditional Confucianism culture. By analyzing the development of southern Kong family and sorting out
its values, humanistic spirit and code of ethics, this paper defines the basic spirit of Southern
Confucian culture as following: “self-discipline”, “ patriotism”, “righteousness”, “ diligence”,
“pursuit of sagehood” , “pragmatism”, “worship for the Confucianism” and “open-mindedness”. In
the new historical period, the inheritance and development of Southern Confucian culture, together
with its creative transformation, are of important theoretical significance and research worthiness for
taking a stand on Chinese culture and spreading the humanistic spirit of Confucian culture.

Keywords: Kong family in southern China; Southern Confucian culture; basic spirit
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Historical Studies of Ming Dyuarty Confuciansim in Southern China Centered on Xue
Tianhua's Ming Shan Zhai Ji Yang Yuanzhang, Wu Xinyi
Abstract: Through examination, the original title Jiang Yida's Ming Shan Zhai Ji B335 4E is in
fact, a personal collected work by Xue Tianhua. Xue Tianhua’s academic history reveals a facet of the
evolution of Fujian’s academic and cultural changes in the mid-Ming Dynasty. In his youth, the
experience of studying in a literati society with Yu Dayou, Deng Cheng and others allowed him to
dabble in the fields of Confucianism, essays, and military tactics, while admiring the ancient literature
of the Qin and Han Dynasties. When he first passed the imperial examination, Xue Tianhua, who was
about forty, like much new talent, was fascinated with lyrics and poems, and longing to stand out in
the literary world. Being held up in Nanjing, Xue Tianhua was influenced by the philosophy of the
mind during this time, which notably changed his pursuit of scholarship, and later he became a
disciple of Yangming Doctrine. Under the circumstances that he was clearly influenced by Wang
Shenzhong, Tang Shunzhi, Hong Chaoxuan and others, Xue Tianhua basically maintained his early
preference for the ancient literature of the Qin and Han Dynasties, and did not shift his ground to join
the school of Tang and Song. During his tenure as prefect in Chongqing, Xue Tianhua proposed several
policies of initiation and abolition, which provided us with detailed information about the social
conditions in the border region of Sichuan, Huguang, and Guizhou in the late Jiajing Period.

Keywords: Xue Tianhua; Ming Shan Zhai Ji; southern Fujian; Confucianism

There is No Country Without Parents: A Kind of Relationship between Family and Country
from the Perspective of Classical Confucianism Zhang Hui

Abstract: In the usual way, “family and country are isomorphic” or “family and country are
integrated” is used to describe Confucianism’s understanding of the relationship between family and
country. This explanation model noticed the consistency of family and country in Confucianism, but
also obscures the complexity of the relationship between family and country in Confucianism, and
cannot explain the actual fracture and conflict between family and country. In classical Confucianism,
family and country are not completely consistent, and there are even obvious conflicts. In the face of
these conflicts, both Confucius and Mencius advocated putting family ethics above political
responsibility, giving priority to maintaining ethical relationship, preserving the integrity of the family
under the premise of reducing the harm to the country as much as possible, and endowed the country
with a strong ethical character. In the concept of classical Confucianism, the family is more pre-existing
and original . This is because the blood relationship in the family are inevitable. It is the origin of moral
principles and the foundatio for building social ethics and national political order. However, the
country is not an inevitable existence, and there is a more universal world on it. This understanding of
the relationship between the family and the country in classical Confucianism appeared from time to
time in the later political practice, constantly reminding people of the fundamental purpose of the
existence of the country and the limitations of the country, and restricted the arbitrary infringement of
the authority of the country on the interests of the family.

Keywords: classical Confucianism; relationship between family and country; family priority;

blood relationship
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Viewing the Relationship between Confucians and Scholars in the Pre-Qin Dynasty from the
“Ru Xing” of the Rites Wang E

Abstract: “Ru Xing” is the forty-first chapter of the Book of Rites. In Confucius’s mind,
Confucians and scholars were recorded in the Zhou Rites as “benefiting the people by virtue”. In the
pre-Qin period, the Confucians took teaching as their profession, and the scholars took politics as their
main occupation. The “scholar-officials” appeared later and “literati” , “reader” , “intellectuals” said
today, are similar to the Confucians and scholars in Confucius’ mind, but with some differences.
Confucians and scholars were equipped with the following qualities; honest heart and bright virtue,
erudite and diligent, aspiring to morality, and advocating integrity. Those who have knowledge but no
ambition and integrity cannot be described as Confucians and scholars. People who have been through
the ages but with no ambition and integrity are actually base people. The learner learns sages; for
them, the most important thing was through hard learning and decisive action to pursue moral, until
they attained the highest degree of good. The Confucian spirit advocated in “Ru Xing”, such as
keeping yourself clean and virtuous, learning and practising, keeping the way, resolute and
unyielding, should be carried forward.

Keywords: the Book of Rites; Ru Xing; Confucianism; scholars

The Nature of Moral Norms in Xunzi's Philosophy Philip J. Ivanhoe; Wang Haiyan trans.

Abstract: In the chapter “Wang Zhi” of Xunzi, Burton Watson translated yi ¥ into “a sense of
duty”. Thus David S. Nivison thinks, in Xunzi’s view, human nature itself contains the conditions for
achieving morality, and human nature can make people feel the responsibility they should bear, which
equates Xunzi's thinking on human nature with Mencius's. He proposed two solutions, and he explicitly
opposed the first, that is“a superior kind of intelligence” ;the second solution is that Xunzi does believe
human beings have “a sense of duty” but one that is “empty” of any particular content. Philip J.
Ivanhoe agreed with Nivison doubts, but put forward his own ideas, he thinks that yi is the normative
for human behavior, the result of human invention and experimentation, not the natural human
inclinations, i. e. spontaneous features of human nature. At the same time, the meaning of “yi” is the
key point that distinguishes Xunzi from Mencius.

Keywords: Xunzi, yi, Human Nature, Moral Norms, Tradition

From “Bie Your Yi Wu” to “Zi You An Zhai” . The Development in Zhu Xi's Old Theory
about Zhonghe Wei Heli

Abstract; Theories about zhonghe from 1166 to 1169 are regarded as key points to understanding
Zhu Xi’s thoughts. However, there is still a lack of complete discussion on the problem of how Zhu Xi’s
thoughts developed from the old theory to the new theory. Zhu Xi posted four letters to Zhang Shi
during that time, so we can understand his thoughts through analysing these letters. Focusing on these
letters , this paper divides the old theory about zhonghe into three levels of interpretation ; for the setting
of the state of mind before feelings are aroused, for the description of the state of mind after feelings are
aroused, and for the quest of the master. These three levels have their own independence in terms of
semantics, but there are internal relations in the system of the old theory about zhonghe. Through this
separation, this paper hopes to highlight the complexity of theories about zhonghe.

Keywords: the old theory about zhonghe; essence-function; master
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Interpreting Zhu Xi's Theory of Respectfulness with Gongfu Philosophy Nie Wei

Abstract: Gongfu philosophy is different from the general sense of taking cultivation as a module
in Chinese philosophy. As a perspective, gongfu means not viewing hook texts as descriptions of truth,
but teaching people to practice philosophical theory from the perspective of gongfu and exploring how to
effectively improve life skills. The gongfu perspective interprets Zhu Xi's theory of respect can not only
see the lost content from the perspective of philosophy, but also resolve the contradiction between text
records. Using the perspective of gongfu to view Zhu Xi's words of respect is not only to interpret the
text, but also to pay attention to the effectiveness of gongfu perspective, the way respect is applied,
the manifestation of respect’s skill, and how to practice it as disrespect, and know how Zhu Xi uses
gongfu to correct disrespect as respect. The perspective of gongfu philosophy can contain right and
wrong, including whether it can be affirmative right, or negative wrong. In the knowledge of gongfic, it
can include knowledge of propositions and knowledge of skills, we should know that in Zhu Xi’s theory
of respect, gongfu is diverse, with diverse values and multiple energies.

Keywords: Zhu Xi; respect; gongfu philosophy; cultivation

Fang Yizhi's Criticism on the Learning of the Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasties: Focusing
on the Book of Yi Yu Gao Haibo

Abstract: From the Late Ming to Early Qing, along with the prosperity of the commercial
economy, the social customs and morality degraded. At the same time, Confucianism and Buddhism
tended to become more abstract and void. In the left wing of the Yangming school, the theory of
passing beyond the distinction of evil and good prevails, thus weakening the moral perspective of
Yangming Learning, which gradually combined with the Chan Buddhism. Meanwhile, inside
Buddhism, there appeared the trend of emphasizing sudden enlightenment, neglecting the efforts of
cultivation and sutras. In the book of Yi Yu, Fang Yizhi fiercely criticised the social customs and
academic atmosphere of that time; He thought the social customs of his age greatly degenerated because
of the empty, obscure, and abstract learning which can be observed in Yangming School and Chan
Buddhism. Fang Yizhi thought the learning of the two schools led to the nothingness of the moral
order, the disorder of the society as well as the decline of Buddhism. He emphasized the importance of
moral practices and rituals and music, focusing much on the importance of learning and its practical
functions for society and so on which all related to correcting the social customs and learning of
his age.

Keywords: the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty; Yi Yu; Fang Yizhi; academic atmosphere;

social customs; nothingness

Humanistic Ethical Dimension and Logic of Indigenous Compatibility of the Japanization of
Confucianism: A Case Study of Ito Jinsai's Distinguishment of Dao and Li Zhang Shijie
Abstract; In essence, the Japanization of Confucianism is the local transformation and the

interpretation of the universality of Confucianism in Japan. In this process, lto Jinsai established the
theory of Kogi (i X 2%). By reassessing Zhu Xi’'s Neo-Confucianism and clarifying the original

meaning of the Confucian classics, he focused on the humanistic ethics of Confucius’ Dao, and

explored the direction of the localized interpretation of the Analects. In this sence, the distinguishment

of Dao and Li,is an important disagreement between Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism and Tto Jinsai's Kogi
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(it X 2%), and the logical starting point of Ito Jinsai's construction of Japanese Confucianism.
Specifically, the distinguishment of Dao and Li was developed on the following three dimensions:
Firstly, by clarifying the meaning of words, he deconstructed the identity of Dao and Li of Zhu Xi's
neo-Confucianism, thereby negating Li and affirming Dao in the sense of naming metaphysical
ontology. Secondly, focusing on the humanistic ethics, resetted the focus of the interpretation of
Confucius’ Dao to human relations, and then determined the philosophical relationship between Dao
and human. Thirdly, he confirmed the universal significance of Confucius’ Dao, then expounded the
indigenous compatibility of Confucius’ Dao in Japan by intentional misreading and overinterpretation. In
essence, the inner logic of Ito Jinsai's Distinguishment of Dao and Li is that confirmed the universal
significance of Confucius’ Dao, and attempted localized interpretation with the current and local
compatibility, then internalized Confucian wisdom in local academic and cultural categories. In the
historical sense of Sino-Japanese Confucian academic exchanges, Ito Jinsai's theoy of Kogi (77 %)
and the distinguishment of Dao and Li involved in the formation of the Holistic Confucianism, and
confirmed that Confucian wisdom has indogenous universal significance, which is generally applicable
to the original place and outside the territory.

Keywords: Japanese Confucianism; the theory of Kogi; indigenous compatibility; holistic

Confucianism; endogenous universal value; mutual learning

Confucianism as an Ethical Religion: Centered around the Life Ethics Thoughts of Kaji
Nobuyuki Ge Shiyan

Abstract: Confucianism is often called “jyukyou” in Japan. As for why it is called religion, kaji
Nobuyuki defines it from the perspective of “life theory” , and believe that the essence of religion is the
concept of life and death, that is, to discuss death and the world after death. The people of Northeast
Asia are willing to live in the world and afraid of death, resulting in a religious ideological system,
namely “Confucianism”. The religious nature of Confucianism and the moral nature of Confucianism
above it, as well as the combination of filial piety, together constitute the internal structure of
Confucianism as a religion. With the development of Confucianism, the apparent ethical nature and the
initial religious nature are separated, making Confucianism a “silent religion”. Under such internal
logic, the ethics of Confucianism embodies its characteristics of continuity, symbiosis and realism, and
makes Confucianism, as an ethical religion, show “human nature” in its specific moral requirements,
rational turn and enlightenment function. The concern and affirmation of Confucianism for human beings
guide people to be fearless of suffering, positively devote themselves, and play the role of humanity.
Because of this, Confucianism will still become people’s spiritual sustenance in modern society.

Keywords : Confucianism ;ethical religion;life ethics;Kaji Nobuyuki

Early Confucian Philosophy on Aging and Intergenerational Responsibility Geir Sigur@sson

Abstract; This paper explores some of the early Confucian views of aging and people of advanced
age, in particular on the basis of the notion of filial piety (xiao 2%). It argues that in comparison with
classical Western philosophical discussion of the topic, early Confucianism offers a highly integrative
and holistic perspective of the process and status of aging, whereby both a long life is considered
desirable and those who reach an advanced age are expected to assume new but no less important roles
in human society. One reason for the largely positive view of aging and the aged in early Confucianism

is the temporal and relational cosmology lurking in its background that engenders both an acceptance of
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the inescapable flow of time and an approach to all phenomena—including humans—from a relational
point of view. The paper also points out how the Confucian view of aging and time is closely associated
with the important pedagogical element in the Confucian philosophy and its consistent teachings of
lifelong learning and cultivation. Lastly, it addresses the problematic relationship between adult
children and aged parents and attempts, with the help of some eminent authors, to provide a workable,
realistic, and contemporary interpretation of children’s filial responsibility to their parents, which
should also be indicative of younger cohorts” obligation to elders in society.

Keywords: Confucianism; aging; intergenerational responsibility; filial piety; cultivation;

lifelong learning

The Cultural Care of Confucius’s Spring and Autumn and Related Texts: Notes on “Duke
Zheng Defeated Duan at the Place of Yan” Sun Shangyong

Abstract: “Duke Zheng defeated Duan at the place of Yan” is the grand opening work of Zuo
Zhuan , which covers more than 20 years of conflicts between Duke Zhuang and his brother Shu Duan,

as well as nearly 40 years of confrontation between Duke Zhuang and his mother Wu Jiang, and also

involves the history of Zheng's founding. Although the three generations of Uncle Duan destroyed Rites
of the Zhou, the latter did not abandon them. This is a meaningful phenomenon that deserves further
consideration. The Uncle Duan Incident, the old writings in the chronicle of Lu, and historical books
of various countries may have written; “Uncle Duan of Zheng rebelled and fled to the Gong.” Spring
and Autumn changed the title to “Duke Zheng defeated Duan at the place of Yan”, proving that
Confucius neither took the position of feudal lords or rulers, nor did he take the position of
troublemakers. He upheld a position that transcended the culture of the hostile parties at that time.
The criticism in “Duke Zheng defeated Duan at the place of Yan” is not only about Duke Zhuang, but
also about his mother Wu Jiang. Compared to the reading of “Zheng Shijia” in Records of the Grand
Historian , it can be seen that “Duke Zheng defeated Duan at the place of Yan” also has a subtle
meaning. The focus of the article is not on the facts themselves, but mainly on the reference and
cultural significance provided by historical events. The texts related to Zheng Guo in the Tsinghua Jian
have a clear novelist flavour. The first four chapters of Zheng Feng reflect the fact that the early state of
Zheng made rituals and music, which is likely the background and textual origin of the narrative of
“Duke Zheng defeated Duan at the place of Yan”.

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan; Zhengbo Ke Duan Yu Yan; historical narrative; cultural concerns;

poems of Zheng

The Formation, Management and Taxes and Corvee of the Confucius Mansion in the Ming
Dynasty Hu Jiewen, Wu Peilin

Abstract; In the early Ming Dynasty, Taizu gave the Confucius Mansion the right to reclaim the
sacrificial field by raising tenants. Under the wave of migrant reclamation in Northern China, the
Confucius Mansion reclaimed the sacrificial field in the counties of Yuncheng, Juye and Caozhou,
eventually forming a sacrificial field of nearly 2, 000 hectares, mainly composed of Wu-Tun. In
addition, the court granted 500 tenants to be affiliated with the Confucius Mansion, which was called
“courtesy tenants” , while the rest of the tenants who participated in the reclamation of the sacrificial
field were the Confucius Mansion’s “absentee tenants”. Wu-Tun’s tenants were assigned to Pai-Jia and

were required to pay the land tax. The system of collecting tax and assigning corvée based on the
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ownership of Wu-Tun and the courtesy tenants, was known as the Confucius Mansion’s sacrificial field
system. The burden of tax and the way of assigning corvée were the two key issues in grasping the
system. In the sixth year of the Wanli period, the Confucian Mansion reformed Wu-Tun’s rules of
assigning corvée by equalizing it. During the reign of Tianqi, Wu-Tun’s sacrificial field system was
reformed by the whip. The Confucius Mansion’s sacrificial field system was a manifestation of the rules
of the Household Corvée System, and the sacrificial field system still followed the basic forms of
household registration and the rules of Pai-Jia, and was deeply influenced by the rules of assigning
corvée of the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: the Confucius mansion’s sacrificial field ; courtesy tenants; Pai-Jia; equalization Law;

one whip law

Rewriting the Philosophy of the Han Dynasty: The Philosophical Breakthrough of The History
of Chinese Philosophy ( Volume of the Qin and Han Dynasties)
Wen Haiming, Yuan Chuanzhi
Abstract; Philosophical investigation into the history of philosophy in the Han Dynasty should
have been the basic research method. However, due to historical and academic constraints, the
research of the Han Dynasty was relatively restricted by the paradigm and discourse in the writing of the
history of Chinese philosophy. Consequently, the history of philosophy in the Han Dynasty was always
interpreted as insufficiently “philosophical”. In contrast, Ding Sixin and Gong Jianping's work, the
History of Chinese Philosophy ( Volume of Qin and Han Dynasties) , has made remarkable philosophical
breakthroughs. In this book, they present fresh perspectives on philosophical history, breaking free
from traditional discourse systems, and are no longer bound by past research paradigms. Their
researches on the philosophy of the Han Dynasty shed new light on the distinctive modes of thought
within “ Han philosophy” and established a new research paradigm. For example, they focus on
political philosophy as the central theme of Qin and Han philosophy, while also delving into life
philosophy and religious philosophy. Furthermore, their examination of the philosophy of the Book of
Changes during the Han Dynasty aligns closely with the core essence of the text, demonstrating precise
and pertinent arguments. In summary, The History of Chinese Philosophy ( Volume of Qin and Han
Dynasties ) represents a significant philosophical breakthrough in the study of Han Dynasty philosophy.
Keywords: Han philosophy; philosophy of the Han Dynasty; The History of Chinese Philosophy
( Volume of the Qin and Han Dynasties) ; philosophical breakthrough

The First Systematic Dialogue Between Virtue Epistemology and Chinese Philosophy——Review
of Yong Huang's Ernest Sosa Encountering Chinese Philosophy. A Cross-Cultural Approach to
Virtue Epistemology Hu Xiangnong

Abstract; In the book entitled Ernest Sosa Encountering Chinese Philosophy. A Cross-Cultural
Approach to Virtue Epistemology edited by Yong Huang, Ernest Sosa, the founder of contemporary virtue
epistemology, had thorough discussions with eleven scholars working on Chinese philosophy and Chinese-
Western comparative philosophy on various topics related to virtue epistemology. These cross-cultural
discussions provide Western epistemologists such as Sosa the chance to approach and seek resources from
Chinese philosophy on the one hand while pressing Chinese philosophy to develop its own theories of
virtue epistemology through self-examination on the other. Since Chinese and Western philosophy has not

formed any effective and systematic dialogue on virtue epistemology, the book fills this academic gap and
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also lays the foundation for future Chinese-Western interchange of virtue epistemological insights.

Keywords: virtue epistemology; Sosa; Yong Huang; Chinese philosophy; comparative philosophy

From Institutionalized Confucianism to the History of the Idea of the State. An Overview of
Two Approaches and Methodologies in the History of Political Thought Sun Tiegen

Abstract: The Modern Transformation of Confucianism focuses on the question of the modern fate
of Confucianism after the disintegration of its traditional institutionalized form. The Ideal State : Ideas of
Nation in Modem Chinese Thanght considers the question of the construction of the modern state in the
light of the political philosophy of Confucianism. Together, the two books constitute a complete picture
of institutionalized Confucianism. However, there are differences in the methods of history of thought
between these two books. The Ideal State is free from the influence of the sociology of knowledge, and
completes the return from the “History of Thought” to the “History of Ideas” , thus further revealing
another possibility for the study of modern Confucianism.

Keywords: institutionalized Confucianism; history of the social; idea of the state; history of

ideas; history of thought

The Conference Summary of “Returning to the Six Classics;: New Materials, New Ideas, New
Methods and the Academic Seminar on the 140th Anniversary of Ma Yifu's Birth” Yang Ling

Abstract: On May 27, 2023, the academic seminar “ Returning to the Six Classics: New
Materials, New Concepts, New Methods, and the 140th Anniversary of Ma Yifu's Birth” was
successfully held at Zhejiang University. The presentations by participating scholars covered research
areas such as excavated documents and classical studies, the classicization of traditional texts,
compilation and dissemination of classical literature, the impact of new technologies on the study of
classics, and the thoughts of Ma Yifu. The seminar expanded the research perspectives of traditional
classics, and envisioned the future directions of classical studies. Meanwhile, this conference
demonstrated scholars’s solid academic foundation and their aspiration to promote the cultural spirit of
reverence, profound understanding, broad knowledge, and sincere practice.

Keywords: the study of classics; new materials; seminar summary
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